- X 
7 , | 
AN 


ABRIDGEMENT 
| OF THE 


SACRED HISTORY: 


BEING AN EASY 


INTRODUCTION 


/ To THE READING or TAE 


HOLY BIBLE. / 


. 


—— — 


From a Child thou haſt known the Holy Scrip- 

| tures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
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DEDICATION 


TO HE 
GOVERNORS 
AND 
TY U:$-T KS 
O F 


CHARITABLE COMMUNITIES, 


Particularly Such as have the 
CARE of CHILDREN. 


GENTLEMEN, 
S there cannot be a more generous 
and ' commendable diſpoſition in 
the human mind, than a ſolicitous con- 
cern for the happineſs of others, and 
the proſperity of the world; ſo the beſt 
ſervice we can render to that important 
intereſt, is to promote the cauſe of Re- 
ligi n, and to make men wiſer and bet- 
| 4 ter; 
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ter; to cultivate the knowledge of plain 
virtue among the poor, and cheriſh 
the ſpirit of truth and induſtry among 
them. The moſt able philoſophers and 
lawgivers always conſidered the educa- 
tion of youth, as the moſt certain ſource 
of national welfare; and, in ſome coun- 
tries, the children were removed in 
former ages from the care of their own 
parents, and brought up under a re- 
gular diſcipline, eſtabliſned at the public 


expence. 


The many wiſe and pious inſtitutions, 
which riſe up and flouriſh amongſt us, 
bear ſome reſemblance to this excellent 
pattern, and are happily calculated nor 
only for the temporal relief, but for. the 
eternal benefit of our fellow creatures: 
and I look, with pleaſure, upon you, 
GENTLEMEN, who, from a real regard 
to the general good, ſtand forth as the 
Governors and Truſtees of theſe charities, 
and kindly ſuperintend theſe Jabours of 
love. Be animated with that zeal which 
becomes your ſtation, and be the Guar- 

dians 
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dians of the Souls of the poor as well 
as of their bodies. It is in your power, 
permit me to ſay, it is your province, 
it is your duty, to appoint proper offi- 
cers and maſters, and to inſpect their 
conduct; to preſcribe the methods of 
inſtruction, and put uſeful books into 
their hands; that ſo the hearts and un- 
derſtandings of thoſe, who are partakers 
of your bounty, may be formed to piety 
and goodneſs, and be fitted for the dit- 
ferent. employments to which ic ſhall 
pleaſe God to call thern, 


Short-ſighted politicians may advance 
what doctrines they pleaſe; but the 
principle, which at any time reſtrains us 
from giving inſtructions of piety to the 
poor, is not leſs impolitic in a wordly 
ſenſe, than it is irreligious in the ſight 
of Heaven. Ignorance, eſpecially in a 
land of freedom, creates a ferocity of 
manners, and an impatience of con- 
trol, than which nothing can be more 
injurious to Government: but pure Re- 
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ligion bas a natural tendency to civi- 
lize the mind; and, in proportion as 
it makes its progreſs in the hearts of 
men, it ſoftens their natural roughneſs, 
and transforms them into new creatures; 
it inſpires ſentiments of mutual benevo- 
lence, and promotes the general intereſt 
of ſociety; teaching men to adorn every 
ſtation of life with the practice of thoſe 
virtues which are ſuited to it, and mak- 
ing them good citizens; good fathers, 
good huſbands, and good ſervants. 


Hiſtory is one of the beſt repoſitories 
of uſeful knowledge and inſtruction for 
both the moral and political world; but 
ſacred hiſtory is very different from pro- 
fane, and infinitely ſuperior to it. The 
former relates only human and temporal 
events; but the latter opens an inter- 
courſe between Heaven and Earth, and 
reveals the Hiſtory, of Almighty. GOD 
and his Providence. The former regards 
only the fate of particular nations, cir- 
cumſcribed within narrow bounds, and 


tranſmitted by partial writers in an im- 
perfect, 
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perfect, perhaps a fabulous manner; 
but the latter, which is written by 
Divine inſpiration, and is therefore Truth 
itlelf, gives an account of the beginning 
of the World, and the original of Man, 
and explains the great deſign and end of 
his creation: it alſo extends our view 
beyond this tranſitory world, and points 
out the way, to another and better, hat 
new Heaven and new Earth, wherein 
dwells Righteouſneſs. Study the Holy 
Scriptures, ſays one of the acuteſt maſ- 
ters“ in the great ſcience of human un- 
derſtanding, as well as Chriſtian philoſo- 
phy, Study the Holy Scriptures, eſpe- 
„% cially. the New Teſtament; therein 
6 are contained the words of eternal 
& life, It has God for its Author, Sal- 
vation for its end; and Truth, with- 
55 out any mixture of error, for its mat- 
* ter. 

The following pages are an abridg- 
ment of the ſacred hiſtory, and intended 
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to make the way plain and eaſy to it. 
They bring the Old and New Teſtament 
into a narrow compals, and are adapted 
to the meaneſt capacity, in order to be 
more extenſively uſeful. If they pre- 
vent, in any meaſure, thoſe confuſed 
notions, which are apt to prevail upon 
reading the Scriptures in an irregular 


deſultory manner; if they engage any, 


in their tender years, to inquire into the 
Goſpel of Truth with pleaſure and un- 
derſtanding, without prejudice and par- 
tiality, the end will be anſwered, and 
the little labour amply recompenſed. 


This little book is therefore, with 
great deference and reſpect, offered to 
You, GENTLEMEN, as Ye are the Fa- 
thers of the poor, for whoſe benefit it 
is more immediately deſigned : and it 
ſolicits your protection and patronage 
with no other view, and in no higher 
degree, than as it tends to inſpire reli- 
gious ſentiments, and to cultivate Truth 


and Virtue among mankind, 
PR E- 


PREFACE. 


Little obſervation upon the preſent ſtate 
of Religion will convince us, That 
there is much more of the form than of the 
power of it amongſt us; while we can have 
no doubt of our obligation, as far as our in- 
fluence reaches, to cultivate and cheriſh the 
life and ſubſtance of it, and to make men 
real, inſtead of merely nominal Chriſtians. 
This, however, is not to be expected, with- 
out the knowledge and underſtanding of Re- 
gion; for it is founded in light, and is a 
reaſonable ſervice. It is neceſſary to know 
Chriſtianity, in order to receive it; and even 
the leaſt improvement, either in Faith or 
Practice, depends upon knowledge. 


It 
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It is an unhappy caſe, when they, who 
have the training up of the loweſt, but moſt 
numerous part of the community, fall ſhort 
of that important truſt; yet there is reaſon 
to apprehend, that the failure in education 
ariſes not ſo much from the children, who 
are to learn, as from the ſuperiors, who 
know not how to teach. To improve the 
underſtanding, and form the growing mind, 
is indeed a difficult ſcience: it requires a clear 
judgment, a diligent attention, and a prudent 
addreſs; inſtead of which we generally find 
a great degree. of ignorance, indolence, and 
inexperience, A maſter ſhould fully under- 
ſtand what he pretends to teach, and be ca- 
pable of explaining, in free and eaſy. lan- 
_ guage, the books which he puts into the 
hands of his pupils. He ſhould cheriſh, an 
affectionate concern for their welfare, and 
conſider how much their happineſs. depends 
upon the faithful execution of his office. 
He ſhould make bimſelf acquainted! with 
their humour, their diſpoſition, aud talents, 
and regulate his conduct accordingly, He 
ſhould adapt their leſſons and exerciſes to 
1 their 
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their capacities, and, inſtead of reſting in a 
formal reading, or verbal repetition of them, 
ſhould ſtudy, by all means, to convey mean- 
ing and ſentiment togethes with the words, 
and impreſs them deeply upon the heart. 


The infant-mind muſt be gently and gra- 
dually inſtructed; ſome notions of Religion 
muſt be early inſinuated into it; and the 
more ſimple and conſiſtent theſe are, the more 
ſucceſs may be expected. The difficulty is to 
find proper yet plain words to convey true 
ideas ; to ſuit our expreſſions and addreſs to 
the temper and apprehenſion of children ; for 
no inſtruction can be profitable, if it is not 
eomprebended, or if it wearies, embarraſſes, 
or miſleads them. A teacher cannot be too 
clear and intelligible: he ſhould explain every 
term and phraſe which occurs; he ſhould not 
let a thought or a word paſs, without its 
being underſtood ; he ſhould adapt every 
thing to the weakneſs of their capacities, 
and lead them on gently by the hand to higher 
degrees of knowledge. Thus indeed they 
will go on ſlowly, but ſtill they will go for- 

1: | | Ward, 
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ward, and whatever is done, will be done 
effectually. Short frequent exerciſes, ſuited 
to their age and abilities, make a deeper im- 
preſſion, and are more improving, than long 
heavy taſks, which grow irkſome, to a. de- 
gree even of diſguſt, and defeat the end of 
the teacher, In the ſchool of Chriſt, as 
well as in any human ſcience, the buſineſs 
muſt be done by inſenſible degrees; a little 
one day, and a little another; line upon line, 
and precept upon precept : thus they will grow 
in knowledge, as they do in ſtature, and be- 
come well eſtabliſhed Chriſtians ; for, ac- 
cording to the juſt and beautiful obſervation 
of an excellent maſter , the minds of chil- 
& dren are like veſſels with narrow necks, 
& which receive but little liquor, when it 
« js poured upon them in abundance ; but 
& are inſenſibly filled, it it is poured in 
„e gently, and as it were drop by drop.“ 


Nothing is better adapted to fix in. the 
minds of children what they read, than inter- 
rogating them frequently concernĩiug it. For 
this purpoſe, it is recommended to queſtion 
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them at firſt upon the meaning of particular 
words and expreſſions ; from thence, accord- 
ing to their intellects, they may be called to 
give an account of the moſt eaſy paſſages, and 
repeat the ſubſtance of a ſtory or page. In 
the doing of which, the maſter ſhould point 
out the path, remove all difficulties in their 
way, remind them of the moſt material cir- 
cumſtances, and pive them ſuch aſſiſtance, as 
they ſtand in need of, till, by cuſtom and dili- 
gence, they can do it alone. Some pains 
ſhould be taken alſo to encourage the curioſity 
which is natural to children, that they may 
themſelves aſk queſtions, and inquire into the 
ſenſe and meaning of expreſſions and things; 
and then we ſhould ſatisfy them readily and 
cheerfully, by clear and expreſs anſwers, and 
commend them for their deſire of knowledge 

and information, It is eaſy to comprehend, 
| how uſeful this ſort of exerciſe may be to ex- 
pand the mind, to enlarge the underſtanding, 
to ſtrengthen the memory, and to improve the 
judgment. | 

As the language of facts is more perſuaſive 
and powerful than that of words, great care 


ſhould 
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ſhould be taken in explaining the ſtories of the 
Bible, aud imprinting them on the heart. 
Theſe are calculated to pleaſe perſons of the 
loweſt capacity and dulleſt underſtanding, and 
at the ſame time inſpire noble ideas. But we 
cannot be too cautious in ſevering the good 
part from the bad part of an example; that 
the name of a good man in the whole, may not 
be thought to juſtify any particular bad action. 
By proper obſervations on the characters which 
are there ſet forth, the underſtanding and in- 
clinations of youth may be eaſily trained to 
goodneſs, and their memories enriched with 
powerful incitements to it. They may be 
fortified againſt the contagion of falſe preju- 
dices and vicious cuſtoms ; and be confirmed in 
this important truth, that Virtus is the real good 
of Man | 


The great art of education is to ſoften the 
bitterneſs of the work, and render it agreeable 
and pleaſant. It may be impoſlible indeed, 
totally to diveſt young perſons of the opinion, 
That learning is labor ; but when it is en- 
livened with variety, and the affections are 

intereſted, 
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mtereſted, knowledge becomes pleaſant to the 


foul, and the mind ſeeks after it with greedi- 


neſs, The accuſtomed mode of putting the 
Bible into the hands of children, and canfing 
them to read difficult and obſcure paſſages, 
before they can have the leaſt conception of 
what they are doing, and while they conſider 
it as a burdenſome and grievous taſk, naturally 
creates a diſlike to the book, which it ſhould 
be the greateſt joy of their hearts to peruſe ; 
and many have contraQted a prejudice againſt 
it in their youth, which has remained through 
their lives. 


The deſign of this little Book, is to give a 
general idea of the hiſtorical and doctrinal parts 
of Scripture, in a plain intelligible manner ; 
to infuſe into the tender breaſt, ſome ſmall 
taſte and reliſh for the Oracles of Truth, and 
to kindle and cheriſh a deſire of improving in 
ſpiritual knowledge : for it is deſire, which 
ſtirs up all the powers of human nature to their 
proper exerciſe, and excites thoſe affectionate 

and earneſt endeavours which enſure ſuc- 
ceſs, I 
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'The cultivation of the mind depends wholly, 
in the beginning of its exiſtence, on the care 
of the parents; and it is very natural for them - 
to look with pleaſing expeQation upon their 
own off-ſpring, and to direct them in the paths 
of a religious education from the very ſtate 
of infancy. Have you been the inſtruments 
of their being, and will you not ſtrive to make 
that being agreeable and happy? Are you 
anxious for the mere preſervation of their ani- 
mal life, and can you negle& the nurture of 
their rational and ſpiritual part? Conſider, they 
are immortal creatures, committed to your 
eſpecial and immediate charge, by the great 
Father of all; and it is your indiſpenſible 
duty, as far as is in your power, to preſerve 
the precious truſt. Vou are to watch the 
firſt dawnings of reaſon, and to form the riſing 
thought ; to cultivate the underſtanding in its 
tender ſtate, and impreſs religious truths upon 
the mind, to open every bloſſom of piety and 
goodneſs, and cheriſh it to full maturity. 


You ſhould do this, by inſtilling good in- 
AruQtions in frequent and familiar converſa- 
tion, 


PREF ACE. Xvii 


tion, and enforcing thoſe inſtructions with the 
perſuaſive argument of an uniform example ; 
by being particularly attentive to thoſe who 
aſſociate with them, and having, in the choice 
of their companions and ſervants, a principal 
regard to their diſpoſitions and morals. Nor 
let your care ſtop here; extend it to the 
choice of ſchools and maſters ; and let it be 
your determined reſolution, to give the pre- 
ference to thoſe, who, while they grace the 
underſtandings of their pupils with the know- 
ledge of all human ſcience, make it an eſſential 
part of their employment to ground them in 
thoſe principles of our Holy Religion, upon 
which their everlaſting welfare depends. 
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CHAP. I. 


3 HE firſt Chapter of the Book of 
* T Geneſis is the beginning of the 
* HOLY BIBLE, and gives an 
account of the beginning of the 

world" God Almighty made it, and all things 
which are in it, in ſix days. He made the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars; the earth and ſea; the 
birds, beaſts, and fiſhes: He alſo made Man. 
He formed him out of clay, then breathed in- 
to his noſtrils the breath of life, and called 
him Adam, and gave him power over every 
B thing 
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thing upon earth. And God ſaid, If is not fit 
fer man to be alone; and therefore he reſolved 
to make a companion for him : ſo he cauſed 
Adam to fall into a ſound ſleep; then he took 
one of his ribs, and made a woman of it, and 
gave her to Alam to be his wife. God could 
have made the woman out of the duſt of the 
earth, as well as the man; but he made her in 
this manner, to ſhew the love and tenderneſs 
which ought to be between huſband and wife. 
Adam loved her exceedingly, and called her 


Eve. On the ſeventh day God reſted, cor . 


ceaſed, from his works, and he commanded 
it to be kept holy for ever; and this is one of 
the reaſons why we reſt from labour and worldly 
buſineſs, and go to church every Sunday, and 
make it a holy day. 

How great is the power of God | He made 


all things both in heaven and earth : He can 


do-what he pleaſes ; nothing can reſiſt Him. 


He is alſo Goodneſs itſelf: He gave us life, 


and all that we have; and will give us every 
thing that is good, if we endeavour to be like 
Him in goodneſs, | 
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7 Ben Mm Dn on Bn Whom non Go on 
CHAP. II. 
7b FALL of MAN. 


UR kind and gracious Creator, who is 
all goodneſs, and deſirous to make us 
happy, placed Adam and Eve in a fine garden, 
called Paradiſe, or the garden of Eden; and 
He gave them every thing for their uſe and 
pleaſure, except one tree, which ſtood in the 
middle of the garden, and was called the Tree 
of Knowledge. He forbad them to touch the 
fruit of that tree, aſſuring them, that, if they 
did touch it, they ſhould die. 

They lived very happy there for ſome time, 
and had nothing to trouble them, becauſe they 
were good and innocent. And they might 
have continued there till God had taken them 
up into heaven, and made them angels, if they 
had not offended Him. But they ate of the 
fruit of that tree, which God had forbidden 
them to taſte, and by their ſin brought death 
upon themſelves and all that belonged to them, 

What could make them guilty of ſuch a 
crime, when their life and happineſs depended 
upon it ? and how could they be brought to 
diſobey God, who had done ſuch great things 
for them? It was by hearkening to bad advice; 
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for that evil ſpirit, called the Devil, went to 
Eve in the ſhape of a Serpent. He was at 
firſt an angel in heaven, but was turned out 
for his pride, and now goes about doing all 
the evil he can, and tries to make others as 
wicked and miſerable as himſelf, by putting 
bad thoughts into their heads, and tempting 
them to fin. With this bad deſign he went 
to Eve, and with many cunning compliments 
and ſpeeches adviſed her to taſte the forbidden 
fruit ; and ſhe was ſo fooliſh and ſo wicked as 
to be prevailed on by him. When ſhe had 
eaten ſome of the fruit, ſhe deſired her huſ- 
band to do the ſame, and he was perſuaded to 
eat ſome too. They were however ſoon ſen- 
ſible of their crime; their conſciences re- 
proached them for having done wrong ; and, 
being grieved and aſhamed, they went to hide 
themſelves behind the trees in the garden, All 
people that have done any wrong are troubled 
in mind, and indeed with reaſon, for God is 
angry with them; but good people are pleaſed 
with themſelves, and have nothing to fear ; 
for God loves them, and will protect and bleſs 
them. 7 
Theſe two unhappy perſons, Adam and Eve, 
hoped, in their fright, to hide themſelves from 
God; but there is no hiding ourſelves from 
Him, He ſees every thing, and knows every 
| thing, 
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thing, even our thoughts. He is now pre- 
| fent with us, and knows what we are doing, 
and what we are thinking of. He therefore 
called to them, and aſked them, Why they had 
eaten the fruit which he had commanded them 
not totonch. They tried immediately to excuſe 
themſelves: Adam ſaid, that his wife had per- 
ſuaded him, and Eve ſaid, that the ſerpent 
had deceived her; but God is not to be put 
off with excuſes : we muſt obey his commands, 
or be puniſhed. So he directly turned them 
out of that garden, where the fineſt fruits and 
flowers grew in abundance, and fent them to 
wander about in a wild country, over-grown 
with briers, where they had nothing to eat, 
but what they dug and laboured hard for. 
There they grew old and ſickly, and at length 
died. | 
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CHAP. III. 
The DEATH if ABEL. 


2 A M and Eve had two ſons, Cain and 
Abel. Abel was a keeper of ſheep, and 
Cain was a tiller of the ground. Abel was mild 
and obedient to God and his parents; but 
Cain was obſtinate and ill-natured ; and there- 
B 3 fore 
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fore when they made an offering unto the 
Lord, Abe! of the firſtlings of his flock, and 
Cain of the fruits of the earth, God had re- 
ſpect unto Abel and his offering, but unto Cain 
and his offering He had not reſpet. Cain, 
however, inſtead of mending his temper, and 
growing kinder and better, hated that good 
young man more and more. He ſhould have 
tried to become like him, and then God would 
have loved him as well as the other. At 
length, however, his envy and paſſion grew 
to ſuch a height, that one day, when they 
were together in a field, he fell upon his bro- 
ther Abel, and killed him. He thought they 
were alone, and that no body would ever 
know it; but God, who is a Spirit, and has 
not fleſh or bones as we have, is in all places 
at once: He therefore was witneſs to the 
cruel murder of Abel, and, calling Cain, ac- 
cuſed him of the bloody fact, and then drove 
him away from his parents and relations in- 
to a ſirange country. Cain, after having wan- 
dered about a long while, as a fugitive and a 
vagabond, ſettled in the land of Ned : but the 
ſenſe: of his guilt ſtill went along with him : 
he was fearful of every thing he ſaw or heard, 
and was very unhappy and miſerable as long as 
he lived, 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Y L O O D. 


| 44 N and Eve had another ſon, beſides 

Cain and Abel, called Seth, and feveral 
other children, both fons and daughters; and 
the number of people was by degrees very 
much increaſed upon the earth. But in a 
long courſe of time, for want of good inftruc- 
tion and pious example, the people forgot 
God, and gave themſelves up to every kind of 
wickedneſs, till at laſt the Almighty was fo 
offended with them, that he reſolved to deſtroy 
the whole world by a flood of waters. 

There was, however, among them one good 
man, called Noah, who worſhipped and ſerved 
God, and whom, therefore, God was pleaſed 
to ſave from deſtruction. To this purpoſe He 
directed him to make a kind of veſſel, called 
an Art, like a large covered boat, and, when 
it was finiſhed, to go into it with all his fa- 
mily, and to take ſome of all ſorts of beaſts, 
and birds, and creeping things, that they alſo 
might be preſerved from the flood, 

B 4 When 
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When this was done, God ſent ſo much 
rain for forty days and nights, that the waters 
role up to the tops of the houſes and*of the 
trees on the higheſt mountains, ſo that the 
men, women, and children, upon the earth, 
were every one drowned. But Neah's ark 
floated ſafely upon the waters, and no miſ- 
- Chief befel him, for God took care of him. 
After ſome time, the rain being ſtopped, God 
ſent a ſtrong wind, and made the waters fall lower 
and lower, by degrees, till at laſt the ark reſted 
upon a high mountain, called Mount Ararat. 
Noah then opened a window, and let out a ra- 
ven, which often went backwards and for- 
wards, in and out of the ark. After ſeven days 
Noah let out a dove, but it flew back to him 
very ſoon, becauſe it could find no dry place 
to reſt upon. In ſeven days more he let out 
the dove again, and it came back with an olive 
branch in its bill. Nah knew by this that the 
waters were almoſt dried off the earth; and 
when he had let out the bird again, it came 
back tohimno more. He ſoon after ventured to 
open the door, and go out with all his family. 
They immediately kneeled down and poured 
forth their thanks to God for their preſerva- 
tion and ſafety, We ſhould, with fervent 
gratitude, praiſe Him for every bleſſing we en- 
joy: for He is the Father of mercies, and the "i 

lar 
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thor of every good gift. God was ſo pleaſed with 

ſeeing Noah thankful, that he bleſſed him, and 
made a ſacred promiſe to him, That He would 
not any more deſtroy the world by a flood ; 
and He appointed the rainbow to be a token 
of his promiſe, which can never be broken. 
Noah lived a great while after this with his 
wife, his three ſons, and their wives and chil- 
dren; and at laſt, in a good old age, he died, 
and went to heaven, to be happy for ever. 


When a perſon dies, the foul goes out of 
the body; the body is then buried under 
ground, and returns to duſt; but the ſoul, 
which is the better part of us, never dies. 
The ſouls of the good go to Heaven, where 
they live with God, and are happy for ever; 
but the ſouls of bad people are carried to a 
place of torments, called Hell, where they 
are for ever miſerable. How careful, there- 
fore, ſhould we be to pleaſe God, and make 
Him our friend? Conſider, that all our 
happineſs, both now and for ever, depends; 
entirely upon Him. ; 
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CHAP. v. 
The Confuſion of BABE L. 


NN O A H left three ſons, Shem, Ham, and 
Faphet, whoſe children increaſed ex- 
ceedingly, ſo that they entertained a fond con- 
ceit of their own number and ſtrength, and 
| reſolved to build a very high tower, which 
ſhould reach the clouds, to be a monument 
or mark of their great power : but God, 
ſeeing their pride, confounded them, and 
made it a monument of their folly. Before 
they began to build, they all ſpoke the ſame 
language; but he cauſed. them, as they were 
at work, to ſpeak, one in one language, and 
one in another, fo that they could not under- 
ſtand each other. This occaſioned ſuch con- 
fuſion among them, that the building could 
not go on; therefore they divided themſelves 
into ſeveral parties, according as they under- 
ftood each other's language or dialect; and 
leaving Babel, the tower of confuſion, diſperſed 
themſelves over the face of the earth. 


6 It 
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It is very fooliſh to follow our own whims 
and fancies, and eſpecially, if they riſe from 
pride and vanity. When we intend to do any 
thing, we ſhould conſider whether it is agree- 
able to God or no : for, if it is not agreeable 
to Him, He can eaſily hinder us from doing 
it, or puniſh us when it is done. We ſhould 
therefore try to like what God likes, becauſe 
it is in vain to wiſh for any thing without his 


approbation, and he knows beſt what is good 
for us, | 


MOOR HOMO 
| CHAP. VI. 
The Deſtruction of 8 ODOM. 


. 6 time. after this, there was' a very 
good man, called 4braham, who had with 
him a nephew, his brother's ſon, called Let; 
and he allo was a good man. So God 
loved them both, and they became very rich, 
and had ſo many cattle and ſervants, that the 
place where they lived was not large enough 
to contain them, and their ſervants began to 
diſpute with each other, for want of room. 
Abraham knew, it, was a great ſin to diſpute or 
quarrel, eſpecially among relations ; he there- 
fore, in a friendly manner, propoſed to Lat, 
chat they ſhould part. Do you go where you 
. Uke 
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like beſt, ſays he, and I will ſtay in the land of 
Canaan, or go wherever God pleaſes. Then Lot 
left his uncle, and went to live near Sodom and 
Gomorrah, The people of thoſe two cities 
were very wicked ; ſo wicked, that God in- 
tended to deſtroy them, and the cities in which 
they dwelt: but as Lot was a good man, he 
ſent two angels to ſave him. Angels are not 
men, but ſpirits; they live in heaven, but are 
often ſaid in the Bible, to appear like men upon 


earth. God created them for his ſervice, ſends 
them as his meſſengers, and employs them as 


he thinks fit. When they came to Lo?'s houſe, 
he took them for travellers, and received them 
very civilly: good people are always obliging, 
eſpecially-to ſtrangers. After dinner the an- 
gels told him what they were, and that God 
had ſent them to take him, and his family, 
out of that wicked place; adding, that they 
mult leave it directly, and not once look be- 
hind, Loet, his wife, and his two daughters, 
ſet out immediately with the angels; but Lot's 
wife diſobeyed God, for, out of a vain curioſity, 
ſhe looked behind her, and for ſo doing was 
turned into a pillar of ſalt. Then God ſent 
fire and brimſtone from heaven upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which deſtroyed thoſe two cities, 
and all the people in them periſhed. In the 
mean time Lot went on ſafely to the land of 
VA * Maab, 
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Moab, with his two daughters, where he lived 
to a good old age. His daughters had ſons, 
from whom came the people, 2 Moabites 
and Ammonites. 
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Lif: of ABRAHAM: 


e R AH AM, after his nephew Lot had 


left him, lived in the land of Canaan, 
with his wife Sarab. He brought up his fa- 
mily, and all that belonged to him, in the 
knowledge and worſhip of the true God, for 
which God loved him exceedingly. Now, as 
yet, Sarah had no child, and therefore God 
told Abraham, that Sarah ſhould have a 
ſon, and that all the people of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed through him. The mean- 
ing of which was, that after a long time a per- 
ſon would be born in his family, who ſhould 
be the Saviour of the world, and a doſing to 
all nations. | 


Several years, however, paſſed away after 
this promiſe, and {till Sarah had no child. 
Abraham indeed was very eaſy about this; for 
knowing that what =o promiſes He always 


per· 


14 The Life r ABRAHAM, 


performs in his own good time, he waited with 
patience. - One day, as he was fitting at the 
door of his tent, three angels came to him, 
and told him God remembered his promiſe, 
and Sarah ſhould ſoon have a ſon She was 
behind the door, and heard them ; and be- 
cauſe ſhe was now grown very old, ſhe did 
not believe the word of the angels, but laugh- 
ed at what they ſaid; tho” ſhe might and ſhould 
have remembered, that God Almighty can do 
what he pleaſes. 


Soon after ſhe had a ſon, and he was called 
Tſaac. He was a comfort and bleſſing to his 
parents, When he was a great boy, God was 
pleaſed to put Abraham to a heavy trial, in or- 
der to ſhew his faith in Him, and obedience to 
his commands, and to teach us all tolove God 
above every thing upon earth, and to give up 
our children, our lives, or any thing elſe to 
Him, whenever He calls for it. He command- 
ed him to take Iſaac to a high mountain, and 
there offer him up as a burnt- offering; firſt 
killing him, and then burning his dead body. 
And tho? [aac was his ſon, his only ſon, and 
he loved him with all the affection of a tender 
father, yet he did not murmur at the com- 
mand; for he was always ready to do what- 


ever pleaſed God. Accordingly, the next morn- 


The Life of ABRAHAM. 15 
ing he got all things ready, and, tho' grieved 
to the heart, took the boy with him to the 
mountain, tied his hands and feet, and was 
juſt going to give the deadly ſtroke, when God 
called to him from heaven and forbad him; 
telling him, that he only meaned to try him 
for an example to others: and this great act 
of faith and truſt in God gained Abraham the 
glorious name of Father F the faithful. He 
came down from the mountain, very joyfully, 
with his ſon, and God renewed his promiſe to 
him, and told him that he would bleſs 
him very abundantly, and multiply his family, 
And in thy ſeed, ſays He, ſpall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed my 
voice. After ſome time Sarah died, and Abra- 
ham buried her, and mourned for her; and 
now, being grown old, he began to think 
of a wife for Jſaac. He did not like any of 
the women of that country where he lived, 
becauſe they were not well behaved ; there- 
fore he ſent an old faithful ſervant into his 
own country among his relations, to get a 
wife for his ſon. When the ſervant came 
near the city of Nachor, in Meſopotamia, he 
ſtopped at a well, and kneeled down to pray 
for God's bleſſing; for he kngw nothing could 
be done without that. af he prayed to 
God Almighty, that he would ſend to the 

well 
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well the woman be choſe for his maſter's ſon, 
Jſaac; and that, when he aſked her to draw 
water for him, ſhe might anſwer, I will give 
you water, and to your camels alſo; by which 
he ſhould know that ſhe was the woman God 
had ſent. The Almighty heard his prayer, 
for ſoon after Rebekah, the couſin of Iſaac, 
came. He aſked her for water, and ſhe ſaid, 
I will give you water, and to your camels alſo, 
'Then he thanked God for having graciouſly an- 
ſwered his prayer, and went with her to her 
father; and, having aſſured him that he came 
from Abraham, aſked his conſent to the mar- 
riage. The father conſented, and ſo did Re- 
bekah, and ſhe went with the meſſenger to the 
land of Canaan, where ſhe was married to 
Iſaac, and made him a very good wife. 
Abraham, being at length worn out with old 
age, left this world ta go to a better place. 
He was buried in the cave, where his beloved 
Sarah was laid, and left a great and glorious 
name behind him. 
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7 $ 4 4 C was obliged to remove out of the 
country in which he lived; on account of 

a ſevere famine, and he went to Gerar, where 
Wi- 
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Abimelech was king: and there God appeared 
to him, and renewed the promiſe which He 
had made to his father Abrabam. But his 
ſervants and cattle increaſed there in ſuch 
abundance, that the people envied his proſ- 
perity, and the king himſelf defired him to 
quit the place. Upon this, Jaac, who was 
of a meek and gentle diſpoſition, retired 
quietly to the valley of -Gerar, and afterwards 
to-Beerſheba, where he built an altar to the 
Lord. 

H/aac and Rebekah had two ſons : the eld- 
eſt was called Dau, and the youngeſt Ja- 
cob, Eſau loved Huntilig 464 ſporting, but 
Jacob laid at home with his ſather and mo- 
ther. One day, as Jacob was making ſome 
pottage for himſelf, Eſau came home from 
the fields very hungry, and deſired Jacob to give 
him his pottage. Jacob aſked him, if he would 
give him his birth-right for it; and he ſaid, he 
would. His birth-right was his father's parti- 
cular bleſſing, which in- thoſe days always be- 
longed to the eldeſt fon, and Eſau was ſuch a 
glutton as to ſell it for a meſs of pottage. Per- 
haps he thought that he ſhould not live ſo long 
as his father, becauſe of the dangers he run in 
hunting, and therefore ſet little value upon his 
birth-right, and readily gave it up for the ſoop 
which he ſo greedily longed for. 1/aac was not 

AG» 
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acquainted with this bargain ; ſo, when he was 
very old and quite blind, thinking he was about 
to die, he called his ſon Eau to him, and de- 
fired him to get ſome veniſon, and, when it was 
dreſſed, to bring it to him, for he was very 
faint. And he told him, that when he had eaten, 
he would give him his bleſſing. Eſau ſhould 
then have told his father, that he ſhould give 
the bleſſing to Jacob, to whom he had ſold 
it; but, inſtead of that, he made haſte to get 
the veniſon. Rebekah knew all that had paſſed; 
but ſhe thought it was better not to let her 
huſband know it, begau(s, it it would grieve him 
to find that his 25 Lies was not honeſt. 
However, ſhe bid Faceh take ſome kid and go 
to his father before E/au came home, that 
Iſaac, miſtaking him for Eſau with the veni- 
ſon, might give him the bleſſing which was 
due to him. Jacob told her, he was afraid 
his father would know him, when he felt his 
hands; for Jacob had ſmooth hands, but 
Eſau's were hairy. Rebekah therefore covered 
his neck and hands with the ſkin of the kid, 
putting the rough part outward; and then 
giving him the kid, which ſhe had dreſſed 
with. ſavoury ſauce, ſhe ſent him to his father. 
When //aac felt his rough hands he thought it 
was Eſau, and gave him his bleſſing, accord- 


ing 
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ing to the will of God, who had choſen Ja- 
cob before Eſau. 

Rebekah and Jacob did not do right in de- 
ceiving Jaac; for we ſhould never tell a lie, 
whatever we may get by it? it is a very great 
fault always, but more eſpecially in a wife 
to her huſband, or in a ſon to his parent. 
God indeed had deſigned the bleſſing for a- 
cob, and they ſhould have truſted in God, and 
waited for him to give it, when, and in what 
manner, he pleaſed: they might alſo have diſ- 
courſed with /ſaac about it, and reaſoned him 
into it, But Rebekah, fearing that aac would 
give the bleſſing to E/au, contrived that her 
huſband ſhould do what was right, without 


his knowing it. God was pleaſed to let the 
bleſſing paſs by cheſc nacans, and feems to have 


convinced J/aac, by ſome ſecret method, that 
he had given the bleſſing to the right perſon ; 
for when he knew aſterwards what was done, 
he was not angry with his wife, or with Ja- 
cob : for he ſaid, I have bleſſed him; yea, and 
be Hall be bleſſed. 
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SAU was very angry with Jacob, when 


he heard that he had gotten the bleſſing 
from him, and ſwore, that when his father was 
dead, 
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dead, he would kill his brother. Surely he did 
not recollect the ſtory of Cain, who killed his 
brother Abel, and how God puniſhed him for 
it. Rebekah was told what Eſau had faid, 
and therefore adviſed Jacob to go away. Iſaac 
alſo gave him leave to go, deſiring him to take 
a wife amongſt his own relations, as he him- 
ſelf had done, So Jacob went to Laban, his 
mother's brother, who lived in the ſame place 
from whence Abraham's ſervant had taken Re- 
bekah for his father Jſaac. E 


Jacob travelled on till it was dark, and was 
forced to take up his lodging in a field, with 
a hard ſtone for his pillow. While he ſlept, 
he dreamed that he ſaw a great ladder, the 
top of which reached ta the heavene, and the 
angels of God aſcended and deſcended upon it. 
He dreamed alſo, that God Almighty called to 
him from the top of it, and told him, that He 
was the God of Abraham and of aac, and 
would bleſs him likewiſe : that He would be 
with him, and protect him whitherſoever he 

ent: that his poſterity ſhould be very nu- 
merous ; and that all the families of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed through him. 

The next morning, as ſoon as Jacob had 
praiſed God, as all good people do night and 
morning, he went on his journey, till he came 
to the well where Abraham's ſervant met his 

mo- 
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mother Rebekah; and, in a little time after he 
had ſtopped there, he ſaw a young woman, 
called Rachel, one of the daughters of Laban, 
coming with a flock of ſheep, to give them wa- 
ter; and, in a very civil and good-natured 
manner, he ran and drew the water for her. 
He then made himſelf known to her, and weat 
home with her to Laban, his uncle, who was 
very glad to ſee his ſiſter Rebekah's ſon, and 
deſired him to ſtay and live with him. Soon 
after Jacob deſired Laban to let him marry 
Rachel; and Laban told him, he would give 
his conſent, if he would ſerve him ſeven years. 
Jacob agreed to it, and ſerved him very ho- 
neſtly and faithfully; but, at the end of the 
ſeven years, Laban was ſo bad a man, that 
he broke his promiſe, and, inſtead of Rachel, 
gave him his eldeſt daughter Leah for a wife. 
Facob was very ſorry at this, becauſe he did 
not love Leah ſo well as Rachel, and he aſked 

. Laban the reaſon of having done ſo. Laban 
ſaid, he did it, becauſe it was the cuſtom of that 
country to marry the eldeſt daughter firſt, but 
if he would ſerve him ſeven years more, he 
ſhould have Rachel likewiſe, In thoſe days | 

God Almighty allowed men to have more wives + 
than one, though he does not allow it now: 
and then, likewiſe, he allowed very near rela- if 
tions to marry one another: but he after- | | 

wards 
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wards forbad ſuch marriages, and therefore 
now there is great ſin in them. God acts 
from wiſe and good reaſons, and always does 
what is for the beft. As for Jacob, he was fo 
deſirous to marry Rachel, that he conſented to 
every thing; and he married her, and ſerved 
Laban ſeven years more for her. He was ſo 
diligent and induſtrious, and behaved ſo well, 
that God proſpered every thing he undertook. 
He alſq bleſſed him with ſeveral children, 
twelve ſons * and one daughter, called Dinah ; 
but there were only two of the ſons who be- 
longed to Rachel, and their names were Jo- 
ſeph and Benjamin. At length Jacob, finding his 
family ſo large, deſired to leave Laban, and 
go home to his own country, and his father's 
houſe. But Laban, who was a ſelfiſh man, 
and thought of nothing but his own intereſt, 
preſſed him to ſtay longer, becauſe he was ve- 
ry uſeful to him, and made him an offer of 
much cattle for his ſervice. Jacob therefore 
made a new agreement with him; and God, who 
is always the friend of the oppreſſed, favoured 
Jacob, and bleſſed him, and increaſed his family 


The names of Jacob's twelve ſons were, 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judab, Dan, Naphtali, 
Gad, Aber, 1ſachar, Zebulun, Fo/eph, and Ben- 
| Jaming 
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and his cattle, And after ſix years, becauſe 


Laban and his ſons ſtill behaved very ill to 
him, and grudged him every thing, he re- 
ſolved to leave them. And accordingly he re- 
turned into his on country, with his wives 
and children, his ſervants, bis cattle, and all 
his goods. 9235 0 
When they had gone great part of the way, 
he ſent ſome ſervants to his brother Eſau, de- 
firing his favour and friendſhip ; and they 


came back to him, and told him, that E 


was coming to meet him with four hundred 
men. He was very much alarmed with this 
news, and did not know what to do, for he 
dreaded ſome miſchief to his tender family, 
Wiſe people always pray to God when they are 
in trouble, and truſt in Him for relief. Jacob 
therefore prayed fervently, and God directed 


him what to do. He picked out ſome of the 


fineſt of his cattle, and of the belt things he 
had, and ſent them before him, telling his 
ſervants, That, when Eſau ſhould meet them, 
and aſk, Whoſe they were, and whither they 
were going? they ſhould ſay, in a very civil 
and obliging manner, They are thy ſervant 


Jacob's; it is a preſent ſent unto his brother 


Eſau. A foft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
Eſau was ſo moved at Jacob's mild and oblig- 
ing behaviour, that all his anger vaniſhed ; 

and 
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and when Jacob came near, and kneeled 
down to him, Eſau took him up and kiſſed 
him, and they were very good friends. This 
made Jacob very happy; for a good-natured 
man loves quietneſs, and to be in peace 
with all men. After ſome friendly conver- 
ſation between them, they parted. Eſau re- 
turned to Mount Seir, in the land of Edom, 
where he lived; and Jacob travelled on towards 
the land of Canaan, where Abraham and Iſaac \ 
had lived. In his way to it he ſtopped at a 
place, called Sichem, and pitched his tents 
there, and built an altar to the Lord. Then 
his daughter Dinah; out of a filly curioſity, 
went to viſit the girls of that country, and ſee 
the faſhions of the place; and when ſhe was 
abroad, one of the young men of the place, 
ſon to the king, ſeized her, and ran away 
with her, and uſed her very ill. When her 
brothers heard of it, they went after her, 
and brought her back; but they were violent 
and cruel in their anger, for they killed ſeveral 
people, and took away many women and chil- 
- dren, and their cattle. After theſe things, 
which grieved Jacob very much, he went 
on his journey, and came to the land of Ca- 
naan; but his wife Rachel died by the way. 
About this time God Almighty was pleaſed to 


ſignify 
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fignify to Jacob by an angel, that he ſhould 
take the ſirname of L/rael. 


S 
The Hiftory of JOSEPH. 


ACOB was deeply afflicted for the loſs 
_ of Rachel, and was fonder of Jaſeph than 
of his other children, becauſe he was her eldeſt 
ſan; but his brothers hated him, becauſe 
their father loved him ſo much. Bad people 
often hate the good out of jealouſy, and en- 
deavour.to do them an injury; but God is 
their friend, and therefore they are ſafe. 


Joſeph dreamed one night, that he was in 
a field with his brothers, binding ſheaves 
'of corn, and that his ſheaf ſtood upright, 
and their ſheaves bowed down to it. Fo/eph, 
'very innocently, told his brothers this dream, 
and another dream which was like it; but they 
were quite angry when they heard them ; for 
they ſaw the meaning, that 7% ph was to be 
ſet above them; and they ſaid, Salt thu in- 
deed reign over us? and they bated him the more 
Jer his wards, 2 
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One day when they were in the fields, a 
great way from home, taking care of the flock, 
Joſeph went to aſk after their welfare; and, as 
they ſaw him coming, they cried out, Here 
is the dreamer, let us kill him: but Reuben, 
the elder brother, had pity and compaſſion, 
and ſaid, No, we will not ſtain our hands 
with a brother's blood, but we will (trip him, 
and throw him into a pit. He faid this to turn 
away their anger, intending to take him out of 
the pit afterwards, and reſtore him to his fa- 
ther. They agreed to the propoſal, and caſt 
him into the pit; but ſoon after they drew 
him ont from thence, and fold him to ſome 
merchants, who were going into Egypt, Then 
they dipped Joſepb's coat in the blood of a 
kid, and brought it to their father Jacob, 
who concluded from it, that a wild beaſt 
had tora Joſeph to pieces; and devoured 
him. Jacob was in very great affliction for 
the loſs of ſo good a child, and his wicked 
ſons were ſo hard-hearted as to ſee him 
ſuffer, and grieve mournfully, without telling 
bim the truth. But God Almighty directs 
every thing for the beſt, and his Holy Spirit 
went with Jeſeph into the land of Egypt, 
where the merchants fold him to one Potiphar, 
a great man: and he behaved fo well in Bis 

ſer- 
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ſervice, that his maſter had a particular regard 
for him, and made him his ſteward, and the 
manager of his affairs. But PotzShar's wife 
was a wicked woman, and wanted to make 
Foſeph wicked likewiſe: however he was too 
wiſe and good to give way to temptation z 
and when ſhe could not perſuade him to be 
wicked, ſhe accuſed him, out of ſpite and 
malice, of a great crime to her huſband. Po- 
tiphar, too readily believing all ſhe ſaid, was 
very angry, and put him into priſon. But God 
was with the innocent youth in the priſon, 
and gave him favour in the ſight of the keep- 
er, who was ſo pleaſed with his good temper 
and behaviour, that he grew very fond of 
him; and, inſtead of binding him down: with 
chains, let him go about the houſe. It hap- 
pened that the chief baker of king Pharaoh, 
and his chief butler, whom they called his 
cup-bearer, were confined in the ſame priſon, 
and Jeſeph had the charge or care of them. 
Theſe perſons dreamed, each a dream. The 
chief baker dreamed, that he had three baſ- 
'kets upon his head, full of baked meats for 
the king's table, and that the birds of the air 
came and devoured them. And the butler 
dreamed, that he held three branches of a 
vine-tree in his hand, which were full of 
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grapes, and that, having ſqueezed them into 
a cup, he gave the wine to the king. They 
were both very uncaſy to know what theſe 
dreams could mean, and 7oſeph ſaw, by their 
countenance, that they were troubled. He 
therefore aſked the cauſe of it, and they told 
him their dreams, and that they were uneaſy 
becauſe they wanted to know the meaning of 
them. 

Dreams very ſeldom have any meaning 
at all, and it is fooliſh to be concerned 
about them. But ſometimes God Almighty 
directs them for wiſe reaſons of his own. Jo- 
ſeph received underſtanding and wiſdom from 
God to explain thoſe dreams to them. He 
told the baker, that in three days Pharaab 
would order him to be hanged on a tree, and 
his body would be eaten by birds of prey. And 
he told the cup-bearer, that in three days he 
ſhould have his former place, and fill out 
wine to the king; and then, ſays he, think on 
me, and ſhrew kindneſs, I pray thee, and take me 
out of this houſe. As he had ſaid, ſo it came 

to paſs. But the cup-bearer, being reſtored 
to favour, forgot the fair promiſes he had 
made to Foſeph. He was taken up with en- 
joying his own good fortune, and did not 
| be⸗ 


The Hiſtory of JOSEPH. 29 
beſtow one kind thought on his poor friend in 
priſon for full two years, 


At the end of that time Pharaoh himſelf 
had two extraordinary dreams, and was very 


deſirous to have them interpreted or explained, ' 


but none of the wiſe people of that country 
could underſtand them. They were ſent by 
God, and could not be underſtood and inter- 
preted without his aſſiſtance. | 

This particular occaſion reminded the chief 
Vater of Foſeph, and he told the king of him; 
and the king ſent for him out of priſon, and 
related to him the two dreams. Behold, ſays 
be, I ſaw ſeven fat oxen come out of a river, 
and feed in a meadow; and afterwards ſeven 


lean oxen came and deviured the fat ones, And 


behild again, I ſaw ſeven full ears of corn on 
one ſtalk, and ſeven thin and withered ears of 
corn came up after them, and deveured them, 
Joſeph would not take that praiſe to himſelf 
which was due to another, and therefore told 
Pharaoh, that he interpreted dreams not by 
his own power, but by the power and aſſiſt» 
ance of God. He then explained his dreams: 
That there would be ſeven years of great 
plenty in the land, which were meant by the 
ſeven fat oxen, and ſeven full ears of corn; 
and that after them there would be ſeven years 
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of famine and want, when no corn would 
grow in the land, and they were ſignified by 
the ſeven lean oxen and thin ears of corn. 
Let therefore Pharaoh, ſays he, look out a 
wiſe man, and fet him over the land; and let 
him, in the years of plenty, lay up corn in 
granaries, and then in the ſeven years of fa- 
mine there will be corn, and the people will 
have bread to eat, 

When' the king found that God had made 
Foſeph ſo wiſe, he ſet him over his houſe and 
his kingdom, and commanded all the people 
to obey him. Toſepb, having ſuch great wiſ- 
dom and ſuch great power, took care, in the 
ſeven years of plenty, to gather the food into 
granaries and proper places, and provide corn 
ſafficient to feed the people when the famine 
came; and the king had ſuch dependance 
on him, that when any perſons came to him 
about publick affairs he ſent them to Joſeph. 

The famine ſpread itſelf over all countries, 
even to Canaan, where Jacob lived, who, 
being told there was corn in Egypt, tho" he 
little thought by whoſe hand it was diſpoſed 
of, ordered his ſons to go down thither ; 
only he kept at home Benjamin, his youtigeſt 
ſon, the other ſon of his beloved wife Racbel. 
When they were preſented to Jeſeph, they 

| bowed 
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bowed themſelves before him, as was fore- 
told by his dream; and he knew them, but 
they did not know him; and he aſked them, 
if their father was alive, and if they had any 
more brothers. They told him, that their 
father had twelve ſons; but one, called Jo- 
ſeph, was dead, and the other, called Benja- 
min, was at home with their father. Toſeph 
was diſſatisfied, becauſe Benjamin was not 
with them, and perhaps doubted whether he 
was really alive: he therefore, ſpoke harſhly 
to them, and called them ſpies, and put them 
into priſon, They immediately conſidered 
this diſtreſs, as a puniſhment for their cruel- 
ty and hardneſs of heart toward 7oſeph, and 
ſaid, We are verily guilty concerning our bro- 
ther, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, 
when be beſought us, and we would not hear ; 
therefore is this di/tireſs come upon us, Their 
ſelf-accuſations are a ſtrong proof of the power 
of conſcience, and the benefit of a good edu- 
cation, which greatly ſtrengthens and en- 
forces it. Men can never totally root out the 
ſenſe of good and evil, which the Almighty 
has implanted in their hearts. They ackuow- 
ledge the divine law to be juſt and good, 
even while they contradict it in their actions; 
and, when vengeance comes to ſhew itſelf, 

C 4 they 
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they ſhall be the firſt to accuſe themſelves, 
and own the juſtice of their puniſhment.. 


After three days he called them out of pri- 
ſon, and having bound Simeon, that he might 
remain, as a pledge, till the reſt ſhould re- 
turn with Benſamin, he diſmiſſed them, and 
they went home to their father: and, when 
they opened their ſacks, they found the mo- 
ney with the corn: for Joſeph had ordered 
his ſervants to put it there, 


The account of what had paſſed filled Jas: 
eb with grief, and brought to his mind the 
loſs: of his beloved fon Jeſeph. And when 
the corn was eaten, and his ſons declared 
they could not go to Egypt for more without 
Benjamin, he refuſed to let him go; for, ſays 
he, if miſchief befal him by the way, then ball 
ge bring down my grey hairs with ſorrotu to the 
graue. But, at laſt, ſeeing the urgent neceſ- 
ſity for their-departure, and being again. and 
again aſſured by them, that they would bring 
him back to him, he ſuffered: bis dear Benia- 
min to go. And he charged them to take 
double the money they had found in their 
ſacks, and prayed earneſtly to God to bleſs 
them, and give them a ſafe return. 

When they came to Egypt, they were car- 
rieq r to Tube, who, with dutiful 

affec- 
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affection, enquired after his father's welfare; 
and ſeeing. his brother Benjamin, his mother 
Rachel's child, his heart was melted with ten- 
derneſs: tears of love burſt into his eyes, and 
he turned away that they might not ſee him, 
He afterwards invited them to dinner, and fat 
down to eat with them. Jeep had privately 
ordered his ſervants, after they had filled their 
ſacks with corn, to put his golden cup into 
the mouth of Benjamin's ſack, and to follow 
his brothers as ſoon as they were gone out 
of the city, and aſk them, how they could 
be ſo ungrateful to their maſter, as to ſteal 
his cup, and carry it away. This was 
done accordingly ; and when the ſacks were 
opened; the cup was found in Benjamin's 
ſack; upon which the ſervants carried him 
back to Jeet; and his brothers alſo re- 
turned in great afflition, and, falling upon 
their knees, intreated for him: and Judah, 
in the moſt earneſt and pathetick manner, 
begged, that Benjamin might be permitted. 
to go home, and that he might remiin a 
bond-man in his ſtead ; for, ſays he, 7 become 
furety for the lad unto my father, and my father's 
life is bound up in his life, If the lad does not 
return, I ſhall bring down the grey hairs of thy 
ſervant, our father, with farraw to the grave, 


C 5. 8 


34 The Hifory of JOSEPH. 
Foſeph was fo affected, that he could refrain 
no longer, but; throwing his arms about their 
necks, ſaid, I am Joleph ; doth my father yet 
live? And when they could not anſwer, 
being troubled at his preſence, he ſpoke gent- 
ly to them, and ſaid, Come near me, I pray 
you; I am Joſeph your brother, whom ye ſold 
into Egypt; but be not gricved, that ye fold me 
into Egypt, for God ſent me before yu to pre- 
ferve life. So now it was not you that ſent 
me hither, but God. Thus he endeavoured 
to quiet their minds: he ſaw that they were 
ſorry for their fault, and he forgave them, and 
God forgave them. We ſhould be ready to 
forgive others, as God is ready to forgive us, 
He then bid them haſten back to their father, 
and tell him, that Jeſeph was alive, and in 
favour with God and man; and that he de- 
fired him, and his whole family, to come 
and dwell in Egypt, where they ſhould partake 
of the plenty which had been provided. 
The joyful news affected the heart of Jacob 
exceedingly ; and he ſaid, It is enmgh (I de- 
fire nothing more in this world) Joſeph, my 
for, is yet alive. I will go and ſee him before 
{ die. Accordingly he went down into Egypt ; 
but words cannot exprels the pleaſure of their 
meet= 
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meeting: tears of joy flowed from both on 
ſeeing each other. 

Foſeph, you ſee, was not like many wicked 
men, who, when they have got great riches, 
forget their duty to their parents, and will 
do nothing to comfort and help them in their 
old age. He ſent for him, and all his family, 
and fixed them in the moſt fruitful part of 
Egypt, which was called the land of Gaſben, 
where they lived in plenty: and after ſome 
time the good old Jacob, having bleſſed his 
children, died in peace. 


ELITE EES I 
C HAN XL 


The Slavery of the ISRAELITES, and 
the Birth of MOSES. 


HE twelve ſons of Jacob had many 

children, and in time theſe alſo had 
many more; ſo that they increaſed exceed- 
ingly, and the land of Goſhen was filled with 
them. They were called the children of 
Jſrael, or Iſraelites, becauſe of the firname of 
Iſrael, which God had given to Jacob, and 
ſometimes they were called Hebrews. After 
ſome time another Pharaoh ſucceeded to the 
throne, who never knew Jeſeph, or the good 
things he had done for Egypt ; who, being a 
| C 6 very 
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very bad man, and ſeeing the great number 
of Iſraelites and their riches, envied them, 
and hated them; and therefore made them 
work, like ſlaves, in digging clay, and mak- 
ing bricks, and building cities: But till he 
found their numbers increaſing more and 
more; and he was ſo enraged about it, and ſo 
eruel, that he ordered his fervants to deſtroy 
the male-infants of the Hebrews, as ſoon as 
they were born; and many innocent childres 
were deſtroyed, But a H brew woman, cal- 
led 7ochebed, having been delivered of a ſon, 
Put him into a baſket, and carrying it to the 
river Nile, ſet it among the ruſhes. She then 
went a little way off, and left her daughter 
Miriam to ſee what would become of it. 
Soon after the king's daughter came with 
her maid-ſervants to. bathe in the river, and, 
when ſhe heard the child cry, ſhe pitied him, 
and ſeeing Miriam, ſent her for a nurſe, and 
me brought Toch+bed, So the child was 
nurſed by its own mother: and being after- 
wards brought back to Pharach's daughter, 
ſhe called him Moſes, and he was inſtructed 
in the knowledge and wiſdom of the Egyptians. 
When Aeſes became a man, he returned 
to his brethren; and one day, ſeeing an Egyp- 
tian ufing a Hebrew very ill, he was ſo pro- 


voked 


— 


and th: Birth of MOSES. 37 
voked at it, as to ſtrike the Egyptian and kill 
him ; and being afraid of a diſcovery, and 
conſequently of being put to death, he fled 
to the land of Midian. The prieſt or mini-- 
ſter of that country was called Fethra, who 
was ſo pleaſed with the good temper and be- 
haviour of Moſes, that he married his daugh- 
ter to him, and he lived with Jethro, and 
took care of his ſheep. 


One day, as Moſes was in the fields, feed- 
ing bis father-in-law's flocks, he ſaw a buſh 
flaming with fire, without being conſumed ; 
and, as he drew near to obſerve the cauſe 
of it, he heard a voice out of the buſh, 
faying, I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob; put off 
thy ſhoes from thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou flandeſt is holy ground. ] have ſeen the 


oppreſſion of my people, and I have heard their 
cries and prayers; and I will ſend you ts Pha- 


raoh, that thou maye/t lead them out of Egypt; 
for I will bring them into a land, flowing with 
milk and honey. Moſes was ſtruck with re- 
verence and awe, and, falling upon the 
ground, began to excuſe himſelf, on account 
of his weakneſs and inability. But God aſ- 
fured him, That He himſelf would aſſiſt 
him, and would give him a power of work= 


ing 
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ing miracles for the conviction of the people; 
and that Aaron, his brother, ſhould meet 
him in the way, and go with him as his 
ſpeaker, or orator, upon the occaſion. 


4446490490666 
CHAP, XII. 

Of the Plagues of EGYPT, 
7 E 8, in obedience to the command 

of God, went into Egypt with Aaren 
his brother, and being admitted into the pre- 
ſence of Pharazh, they demanded of him, in 
the name of the Lord God of //rae/, that he 
would let the people go into the wilderneſs, 
to hold a religious feaſt unto Him. But the 
king was ſo wicked as to laugh at what they 
ſaid, and to impoſe more work upon the He- 
brews for it; upon which God, to puniſh 
him, as alſo to ſhew his own power, turned 
all the waters of Egypt into blood, and all 
the fiſh died. And, ſeven days after, he ſent 
a great quantity of frogs, ſo as to cover the 
whole land, and ſwarm even in the rooms 
and chambers of the king. Pharaoh was a 
little humbled at this, and he intreated Mo- 


ſes to pray to God for relief, and promiſed to 
let 
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let the Hebrews go. God heard the prayer 
of Moſes, and granted his requeſt ; but when 
the frogs were gone, the king refuſed to keep 
his promiſe. God Almighty has many ways and 
means to puniſh the perverſe and obſtinate. 
He then turned the duſt into lice, and they 
were upon man and upon beaſt ; and He filled 
the houſes of Pharaoh, and his people, with 
large flies, which greatly tormented them, 
and corrupted the land. The king again de- 
fired Mo/es to pray for him; and immediately, 
upon his entreaty, theſe plagues alſo were re- 
moved. But ſtill Pharaoh hardened his heart, 
and would not let the children of 1/raz/gFo. 
Then God ſent a ſickneſs among the - ih 
that they almoſt all died; and ſickneſs among 
the people, ſo that they were all covered 
with ſores, and boils, and ulcers ; and after- 
wards ſtorms of hail, which killed all thoſe it 
fell upon, both man and bealt. Pharaob ap- 
plied again to Moſes; but as ſoon as the ſick- 
neſs and hail were over, he hardened his heart 
again, and would not let the children of 
Iſrael go. Then God ſent a ſtrong wind, 
that brought with it a great number of locuſts, 
which devoured all the fruits of the earth, 
ſo that there remained not any green thing 
on the trees or the herbs of the field: and 


after= 
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afterwards a thick and heavy darkneſs, ſo that 
the people could not ſtir out of their places, 
Pharaoh could not but feel theſe ſharp evils 
and calamities: again he ſent for Moſes ; 
again the plagues were removed, and again 
he hardened his heart. It is too often ſo in 
common life: when God lays his hand upon 
men, and afflicts them for their fins, they cry 
cout for help, and ſay, they will repent, and 
mend their lives; but as ſoon as God has 
taken away the trouble from them, they are 
too apt to forget Him, and their promiſe too, 
and run into their old courſes. 

At laſt, God ſent out a deſtroying angel, 
and he ſlew the firſt-born of every family in 
Egypt; and there was a great cry, for there 
was not a houſe where there was not one dead. 
But the children of the- //raelites were not 
hurt. Pharaoh now felt the power of God 
very ſenſibly, and, not knowing what might 
be the end of bis anger, he called Moſes and 
Aaron, and told them to get the /ſraelites to- 
gether, and their flocks and herds, and go 
out of his kingdom. And the Fgyptrans were 
ſo. affected with the plagues: which God had 
ſent, and ſo deſirous that the //rarhtes ſhould 
go, that they let them have raiment, and 


gold, and filver, and. jewels, and whatever 
they. 
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they aſked for. And God commanded, that 
that day ſhould be a feaſt among them for 
ever, and be called, The PAsSOVER, be- 
cauſe, when he ſlew the firſt- born in every 
houſe in Egypt, he paſſed over the houſes of 
the Mraelites, and becauſe he brought them 
out of that oppreſſive country. 

After they had gone ſome days journey, 
Pharaoh, being informed that they intended 
to leave his country, collected ſome forces, 
and purſued them with the utmoſt expedition. 
He overtook them near the Red Sea; aud 
when the /raelites ſaw the king, with a great 
army, behind them, and the Red Sea before 
them, they were filled with fear, and mur- 
mured againſt Moſes. But Moſes, at the com- 
mand of God, ſtruck the ſca with his wand, 
and immediately the waters were divided, and. 
were as a wall on the right hand and on the 
left, fo that there was a dry path for them, 
und they walked with ſafety to the other ſhore, 
The Egypiians went after them into the mid 
of the fea, and the waters ruſhed violently 
upon them, and they were all drowned. | 

When the 1/raelites ſaw this, they praiſed 
God; and Maſes made a fine pſalm, or hymn, 
af thankſgiving. They all joined in ſinging 
& and were very joyful, 
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COLO I OA OIO TOI OAE LO FPET TOI LOTOTS FO POTD? 
CHAP. XIII. 
The Wandering in the Deſart. 


OTWITHSTANDING the J/razlites 

had poured forth their thanks to God 
in this manner, they ſoon forgot their great 
deliverance, and, within a few days, began 
to upbraid their leader for having brought 
them out of Egypt. They were obliged to go 
through a long wilderneſs, in order to get 
to the land, in which God intended to ſettle 
them: and here, 'whenever they were in want 
of proviſion or water, or under any difficulty, 
they blamed and reproached Miſes; and, in- 
ſtead of putting their truſt in God, and bear- 
ing trials and difficulties with patience, they 
murmured againſt Him, God, however, gave 
them many ſigns of his power and goodneſs, 
by giving them food from heaven, cauſing 
great quantities of quails to fall among them, 
and ſending them a. fort of grain, called 
Manna, which made ſWeet cakes, and ſerved 
them inſtead of bread; and, at Rephidim, he 
commanded Meſes to ſtrike a rock with his 
wand, and water immediately flowed out of 
it, 


About 
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About three months after they had left 
Egypt, God commanded Moſes to call the 
people to Mount Sinai; and when they were 
gathered together, a loud trumpet ſounded, 
and there were flaſhes of fire, and claps of 
thunder, and the mountain itſelf trembled. 
And God ſpoke from the midſt of the fire, 
and pronounced the ten commandments, and 
afterwards gave them to Moſes, written upon 
two tables of ſtone, that he might teach them 
to the people. 


The firſt teaches, That we are not to ac- 
knowledge any more gods than One. 


The ſecond forbids the ſin of idolatry; the 
making any picture, or image, as an a 
worſhip. 

The third commands us to honour and re- 
verence the holy name of God, and not to 
uſe it in a raſh manner, or on trifling occa- 
ſions, 

The fourth teaches us, to keep holy the 

Sabbath Day, by reſting from all labour, by 
going to church, and reading the Bible and 
good books. 
The fifth, That we ſhould honour and 
obey our parents, and all that have a lawful 
authority over us, - 2 
| The 
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The ſixth, That we ſhould not take away 
the life of any perſon, nor do any hurt or 
violence to others, t 

The ſeventh, That we ſhould keep our- 
ſelves in temperance, ſobernefs, and chaſtity. 


'The eighth, That we ſhould not cheat, or 
ſteal, or, by any unjuſt means, take away 
what belongs to another. | 

'The ninth, That we ſhould not ſpeak evil 
of others, and never tell a lie upon any ac- 
count, | 


The tenth, That we ſhould be contented 
with- what God gives us, and not covet or 
defire to have what he has given to others, 
without their conſent, | 


Moſes was forty days and forty nights on 
the top of Maunt Sinai, learning theſe and 
many more wife and good things from God. 
But, in the mean time, the people grew 
tired of waiting for him; and, at length, 
ſuppoſing him to be loſt, they deſired Aaron, 
the brother of Moſes, to make a God for 
them, that they might worſhip it. Aaron was 
grieved at ſuch a wicked requeſt, and yet had 
not courage to refuſe them. Therefore he 
took the gold and ſilver, which the Zgyptians 
had given them, and, having-melted it, made: 

an 
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an image of it, in the ſhape of a ealf, and 
many of them worſhipped it, like their 
neighbours the heathens, whom God had re- 
ſolved to deſtroy for their idolatry. While 
they were ſo doing, Moſes came down from 
the mountain; and, when he ſaw the calf, 
and the people ſinging and dancing about it, 
he was very angry. He took the image, 
and burnt it in the fire, and afterwards or- 
dered many of them, who had been guilty 
of this ſin of idolatry, to be lain, 

The people, however, offended God again 
and again, with their ſtubborneſs and mur- 
murings, till He declared to Moſes, That He 
would puniſh them, by making them wander 
from place to place, in the wilderneſs, for 
forty years; and that none of the people, 
from twenty years old and upwards, except 
Foſhua and Caleb, ſhould go into the land 
of Canaan, to which He was leading them; 
the land flowing with milk and honey, and 
abounding with all good things. God was 
pleaſed alſo to puniſh ſeveral of them, for 
the ſins they were guilty of. 

There was a ſacred fire in the Tabernacle 
(the place of Divine Worſhip) which was 
always preſerved; in order to burn the ſacri- 
fice, the lamb, or ſheep, or goat, or what- 

ever 
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ever was offered to the Lord : but Nadab 
and Alihu brought common fire into the Ta- 
bernacle, to burn the facrifice; and therefore 
God ſtruck them dead with lightening. 

One was ſtoned to death for breaking the 
Sabbath; and another underwent the ſame 
puniſhment, for blaſpheming God, and tak- 
ing bis name in vain. 

Kerah, and many other wicked perſons, 
murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, and up- 
braided them for taking ſo much power to 
themſelves, as if they had not done it by the 
will of God. But God ſhewed himſelf in 
favour of Maſes, and deſtrayed the offenders: 
for the earth opened under them, and they, 
and all that belonged to. them, went down 
alive into the pit, and the earth cloſed upon 
them, 

At length, Moſes, finding the time of hls 
death approaching, ſpoke very tenderly to the 
people, and adviſed them to be faithful and 
obedient to God, who would then give them 
bleſſings of every kind. After which he went 
to the top of Mount Piſgah, and, having 
taken a view of the country of Canaan, which 
God had promiſed to 4braharr's, poſterity, he 

there reſigned his foul into the hands of an- 
gels, who carried it to Heaven, | 
. CHAP, 
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SH UA, the ſon of Nun, by the 
3 command of God, ſucceeded Moſes, in 
the government of the children of MVrael, and 
undertook to lead them into the promiſed 
land, defend them againſt their enemies, and 
teach them their duty to their Maker. God 
exhorted him to be ſtrong, and of good 
courage, in this great undertaking: and 
promiſed to aſſiſt him, and to be with him, 
as he had been with Moaſes: As I was with 
Moſes, ſays He, jo will I be with thee; I will 
never leave thee nar forſake thee. | 

Foſhua commanded the army to decamp, 
and marched with all the people to the river 
Fardan, which ran between them and Ca- 
naan, the promiſed land. He. then ordered 
the prieſts to bear the ark, and, when they 
reached the middle of the river, to ſtand ill. 
The ark was a ſmall cheſt, or coffer, in 
which the two tables of the law were care- 
fully kept, and which was never produced, 

but 
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but upon extraordinary occaſions. As ſoon 
as the prieſts, who carried the ark, touched 
the river, behold, to the great amazement of 
all the people, the waters divided, as at the 
red ſea, and the people paſſed over on dry 
ground. And afterwards, upon their coming 
out with the ark, the waters immediately re- 
turned to their place. 


Jericho was the firſt city in the land of Ca- 
naan, and ſtood near the place where they 
had paſſed the river. .Zo/hua therefore laid 
ſiege to it; but God was pleaſed to ſhew his 
own power in a wonderful manner in the 
taking of it. He directed 7%u4 to lead the 
army, with the prieſts and the ark, round 
the town ſeven days together, blowing trum- 
pets every time: and this being done, on the 
_ ſeventh day the walls of the city fell flat to 
the ground; ſo that the //raelites marched in 
without any difficulty, and took poſſeſſion of 
the place. The people, to whom it belonged, 
were ſuch wicked idolaters, that, at the com- 
mand of God, the children of Mael de- 
ſtroyed them all, except Rahab and her fa- 


mily, who had behaved civilly to ſome men, 
whom 7o/hua had ſent privately to get an ac- 


count of the place and people. They there- 
fore took great care of her, and all that be- 
7 longed 
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longed to her. Indeed what good man ever 
forgets thoſe who have been good to him ? 


Then Jeu took the city Ai, and de- 
ſtroyed it; upon which the kings of that 
neighbourhood, alarmed at his ſucceſs, joined 
their forces together: but 7oſhua came ſud- 
denly upon their army, and put it to 
flight; and he took the kings and flew them. 
While the enemy was endeavouring to eſcape 
by flight, the Lord cauſed a heavy ſtorm of 
| hail to fall upon them, which deſtroyed more 
than the //raclites flew with the ſword, 
Upon this occaſion, at the word of Joſhua, 
the ſun and moon ſtood ſtill; for God was 
pleaſed to lengthen the day, that Jaſbua might 
purſue his enemies, and gain a compleat vic- 
tory over them, | 


Afterwards ſeveral other kings joined 
their forces together, and pitched their tents 
at the waters of Merom; but the Lord deli- 
vered them into the hauds of , who 
flew them, and deſtroyed their cities, and 
gave the ſpoil of them to the people. 

And Foſbua went on with aſtoniſhing ſuc- 
ceſs, till he had ſubdued almoſt all the land 
of Canaan: for the Lord God fought for 
Iſrael, Now therefore he reſolved to divide 
the country among the people; and having 

D taken 
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taken an exact ſurvey of it, and divided it 
into equal parts, each tribe had a poſſeſſion 
of it according to lot, except the tribe of 
Levi, which had no portion of land; for God 
appointed another proviſion for them, be- 
cauſe He had choſen them to be his miniſters 
and prieſts, to perform the ,rites of divine 
worſhip, and offer ſacrifice at his altar. 
When the land was divided among the 
Jfraclites, they ſet up the tabernacle of the 
congregation at Shih, and the Lord gave 
them reſt round about. And after ſome time, 
Joſbua being grown old, and perceiving that 
his death approached, called the elders and 
the people together ; and having tenderly 
reminded them of the manifold bleflings which 
God had beſtowed upon them and their fa- 
thers, . he exhorted them, with the utmoſt 
earneſtneſs, to love the Lord, and to enter 
into a ſolema covenant, That they would 
ſerve Him in ſincerity and truth. And the 
people ſaid unto Joſhua, The Lord our God 
will we ſerve, and his voice will we obey. 
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CHAP. XV. 


FTE R the death of Jiſbua, the IJſrael- 
ites remained ſome time without any 
Judge, and, being like ſheep without a 
ſhepherd, very often went aſtray. Inſtead 
of obeying the laws of God, which had been 
ſo often inculcated, and ſo wonderfully en- 
forced upon them, they choſe to follow the 
inclinations of their own hearts, and pro- 
voked him to anger by their wickedneſs, 
The people of Gibeah, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, had been guilty of a moſt barba- 
rous action to one of the Levites, at which 


all the other tribes were ſo angry, that they 


demanded the offenders, in order to puniſh 
them for it. But the reſt of the Benjamites, 
inſtead of giving up their wicked relations to 
juſtice, protected them. This brought on 
a very bloody war, in which the tribe of 
Benjamin was almoſt totally deſtroyed. After- 
wards, however, the other tribes were grieved 


for having puniſhed them ſo ſeverely, and 
were reconciled to them that remained, 
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The //razlites were not only guilty of ſcan- 
dalous immoralities, but, by dwelling among 
the heathens, they fell into their profane cuſ- 
toms; and, forgetting the Lord God, who had 
done ſuch great things for them, they ſerved 
the gods of thoſe countries, called Baalim, 
Their example ſhould teach us always to 
avoid the company of bad people, leſt we 
ſhould imitate their bad conduft, The con- 
ſequence of their impiety was, that their 
neighbours, the Syrians, became ſtronger than 
they, and oppreſſed them, till they repented, 
and cried to God for help; and then he ap- 
pointed Othniel to be their Judge, who fought 
their battles, and delivered them from their 
enemies. Aſter his death they fell again into 
idolatry, and then God delivered them into 
the hands of the Aoabites; but when they 
repented, Ehud was made Judge of 1frael, and 
under him they proſpered. The next Judge 
was Shamgar ; and after him, a wiſe woman, 
named Deborah the propheteſs, and Barak a 
valiant man, governed ael together. They 
gained a great victory over the Canaanzites, by 
which means the //raelites were delivered from 
very great diſtreſs; and Deb:rah, the propheteſs, 
made a fine hymn or pſalm of thankſgiving, 
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magnifying the deliverance, and praiſing God 
for his goodnels, 

After the death of Deborah, the Hraelites 
fell again into idolatry, and God permitted 
the Midianites, and other nations, to op- 
preſs them for ſeven years; but when they 


humbled. themſelves, and cried to Him for 


relief, he ſent his angel to Gideon, who was 
threſhing wheat in a barn, and made him 
Judge: and Gideon, through God's aſſiſtance, 
performed many great and glorious actions, 
and freed them from their enemies. 

When he died, one of his ſons, called 
Abimelech, having ſlain all his brethren, ex- 
cept Jotham the youngeſt, reigned over [ſrael. 
This occaſioned great diſturbances among the 
people; but after three years, as he was be- 
ſieging a city, a woman threw a piece of a 
mill - ſtone upon his head, which fractured his 
ſkull and killed him. 

Tala ſucceeded to the government, and after 
him Fair, in whoſe time the alte, again 
provoked God by their fins, and worſhipping 
Baalim : therefore he ſent the Philiſtines and 
Ammonites againſt them, and made chem feel 
the weight of his anger. Upon this the peo- 
ple grew ſenſible of their folly and impiety, 
and repented ; and then God raiſed up Feph- 
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thab to be judge. He was a great warrior; 
but one act of raſhneſs ſullied his glory, and 
made the remainder of his life unhappy: for, 
as he was going out to fight the Ammonites, 
he vowed, that, if God gave him the victory, 
he would ſacrifice the firſt thing he met when 
he returned home. He did conquer the Am- 
monites; but, alas! the firſt thing he met 
upon his return was his only daughter, who, 
not having heard of his vow, and being im- 
patient to ſee her father again, ran out firſt 
to embrace him; and, to his great grief, he 
thought himſelf* obliged to ſacrifice: her ac- 
cording to his vow. 


It is a queſtion, indeed, whether the daugh- 
ter of 7ephthah was ſacrificed or not; for the 
words of the vow may be ſo interpreted, as 
not to require or intend it; and, according 
to this favourable conſtruction of the paſſage, 
ſhe was ouly 1% be the Lord's, that is, to be 
devoted to a ſingle life, and to ſpend all her 
days in the ſervice and worſhip of God. 

It is very fooliſh and ſinful to make vows 
to God, as Jephthab did; that is, to take an 
oath, that if God will do ſuch a thing for 
us, we will do ſuch a thing for Him. He is 
not to be bargained with like a man. Indeed 
we ſhould be cautious of making vows. to one 
another, and conſider calmly before we enter 

into 
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into any ſolemn engagements : a raſh vow is 
always a mark of folly, and generally brings 
ſorrow and miſery, as it did to Fephthah. 


When he died, [bzan was Judge in his 
place. Ilxan was ſucceeded by Elon, and 
Elin by Abdin. When Abdon died the Phi- 
li/ines oppreſſed Iſrael very much, till Samſon 
was ſent by the Almighty to deliver them. 
He was endowed with ſuch extraordinary 
ſtrength, that he killed a lion with as much 
eaſe as if it had been a lamb. He deſtroyed 
many of the Philiſtines: he flew a thouſand 
of them with only the jaw-bone of an aſs; and 
being inglpled in one of their cities, carried 
a ay the gates of the city, with the poſts 
and bars, upon his ſhoulders, and made 
his eſcape. But afterwards he put himſelf into 
the power of a wicked and deceitful woman, 
called Dalilah. The Phili/{ines promiſed her a 
large ſum of money, if ſhe would find out the 
cauſe of his ſtrength, and deliver him into 
their hands. She tried by ſeveral means to 
draw the fatal ſecret from him; but could 
not, for ſome time, prevail on him to diſcover 
it, Atlaſt, however, he was ſo indiſcreet as to 
tell her, that his ſtrength conſiſted in his 
hair, and that he could not be conquered 
while that was upon his head; but that, as 
ſoon as it was ſhaved off, he ſhould become 
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like another man. Soon after this, while he 
was ſleeping, ſhe cut off his hair, and the 
Phili/tines came in, and, having bound him, 
carried him to priſon, where they put out his 
eyes, and made him labour at a mill, 

Some time after, the Philiſtines made a 
great feaſt to their idol Dagen, for having 
taken Samſon; and, when they were in the 
midſt of their mirth and jollity, they ſent 
for him to laugh at him and mock him. But 
the time was come, when it pleaſed God to 
deliver his people from ſuch cruel enemies ; 
for Samſon's hair was grown again, and with 
it his ſtrength returned: and, when they 
had made ſport with him, he called upon 
God to help him; and, taking hold of the 
pillars which ſupported the building, he 
ſhook them ſo powerfully, that the houſe 
fell, and cruſhed them all to death. 

After this the //raelites were quiet for ſe- 
veral years, and Eli, the High Prieſt, be- 
came Judge of //rae/. He was a well-diſpoied 
man, but was roo indulgent to his children. 
His two ſons, Hophni and Phineas, were guilty 
of great immoralities; and, inſtead of re- 
proving and chaſtiſing them for their crimes, 
he ſpoke to them with ſuch mildneſs as ra- 
ther encouraged them in their wickedneſs. 


The wickedneſs of the ſons, and the remiſſ- 
neſs 
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neſs of the father, very much offended God, 
who therefore threatened to deſtroy his ſons, 
and remove the prieſthood from his family. 
Hophni and Phineas were ſoon after killed in 
battle by the Philiſtines, who over-ran all 
the country, and took away the ark of the 
Lord. And when old Eli heard the news, 
not only the death of his ſons, but alſo that 
the holy ark was taken away, he fell down 
and died. 

Samuel, who had been dedicated to the 
Lord in a remarkable manner, had been bred 
up under Eli from his infancy. He was a 
pious and virtuous youth, and God was 


pleaſed to reveal his will frequently to him, 


ſo that he became a great prophet. He ſuc- 
ceeded Eli, and he preached to the people, 
and taught them their duty. He prevailed 
on them to confeſs their ſins, and humble 
themſelves before the Lord; and, for ſome 
time, they enjoyed peace and quietneſs. Bat 
when Samuel was grown old and incapable of 
adminiftring affairs, his ſons perverted judg- 
ment, and oppreſſed the people; upon which 
the IJſraelites laid their complaints before him, 
and demanded to have their form of govern- 
ment altered, and to have a king, as there 
was in other nations. 
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The Lord was diſpleaſed with their im- 
portunate ſolicitations, and ordered Samuel 
to acquaint them with the inconveniences 
and hardſhips of a kingly ſtate; but, upon 
their continuing obſtinate in their demand, 
He told Samuel to hearken to their voice, and 


make them a king. 


God is pleaſed ſometimes to puniſh our 
folly, by granting our requeſts ; and thereby 
teaches us, not to offer up to Him every idle 
and impertinent wiſh which ariſes in the heart, 
but to apply for thoſe things only, which He 
has commanded us to aſk, and which will 


prove real bleſſings to us. 


Samuel, according to the direction of God, 
anointed a young man, called Saul, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, to be King. But Samuel 
ftill had great power, and was much regarded 
to the end of his life, becauſe the people 
knew he was a good man, and a great 
prophet, | 
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I be names of the Judges, after the death 
of Toſhua, were Othniel, Ehud, - Shamgar, Debo- 
rab and Barak, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Fair, 
2 Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samſon, Eli, and 
amuel, | 
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AUL had not been long upon the 

throne, when the men of Jobeſb- Gilead, 
being beſieged by the Ammonites, applied to him 
for his aſſiſtance ; upon which he immediately 
raiſed an army, put himſelf at the head of 
it, and falling upon the enemy early in the 
morning, made a great ſlaughter of them, 
and delivered the city. 

After this he gained many great victories, 
and went on ſucceſsfully, till, at laſt, grow- 
ing proud and preſumptuous, he refuſed to 
follow the advice of the prophet Samuel; 
and, by his diſobedience, loſt the favour of 
God. He that gave him his crown, reſolved 
now to take it away, becauſe he proved un- 
worthy of it. 

Indeed every bleſſing we enjoy is the gift 
of God, and depends upon his free-will : we 
ſhould therefore ſtudy to ſecure his favour, 
by a proper uſe and improvement of the bleſ- 
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ſings He has beſtowed, and an uniform obe- 
dience to his will. 

Some time after, Saul was very much 
troubled in mind (there is no peace to the 
wicked, ſays the Scripture) and he was ad- 
viſed, by the power of muſic, to divert his 
thoughts, and lull his mind to reſt. For this 
purpoſe he ſent for David, the ſon of ej, 
who was famous for playing well upon the 
harp. He came to the King, and his muſic 
was ſo excellent, and had ſuch a happy effect 
upon the mind of Saul, through. the mercy 
of God, as to drive away his melancholy 
thoughts, and, in a great meaſure, cure him 
of his diſorder: upon which David returned 
to his father's houſe. 

Soon after the Philiſtines made war upon 
the 7/raelites, and ſent Goliah, a giant, to 
challenge any one of them to ſingle combar. 
But he was ſo much taller and ſtronger than 
other men, that not one of Saul's ſoldiers 
| dared to go out againſt him and fight him, 
tho' Saul promiſed his daughter in marriage 
to the man who ſhould kill him. He ap- 
peared for ſeveral days together, calling and 
provoking them to battle, but they were all 
terrified at the ſight of him. Young David, 


| however, who had been ſent to the camp 
1 with 
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with proviſion for his brethren (who were 
ſoldiers) as ſoon as he ſaw the giant, and heard 
his inſolent language, reſolved to go out and 
meet him : for he put his truſt in the living 
God, who had formerly given him ſtrength 
to ſlay both a lion and a bear; and he truſted 
would give him ſtrength to ſlay the wicked 
Philiftine allo. 

All the army of IJſrael wondered, and 
trembled for him; and when Geliah ſaw what 
a ſtripling he was, he ſuppoſed he had been 
ſent to mock him ; and he threatened to give 
his fleſh to the fowls of the air, and the 
beaſts of the field. But David threw a 
ſtone, and ſtruck him in the forehead with 
ſuch force, that the ſtone ſunk into his head, 
and he fell flat upon his face to the earth. 
Then David ran to him, and cut off his 
head: at the ſight of which, the Iſraelites 
attacked the army of the Phili/tines, put 
them to flight, and purſued them with great 
ſlaughter, 8 

David 7 performed many other great ex- 
ploits, and all the people admired him, and 
Fonathan, the ſon of Saul, loved him as his 
own ſoul, But as bad people are always 
jealous of thoſe who are, better liked than 
themſelves, Sau! hated David; and tho”, 


under 
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under providence, he was the deliverer of 
him and his people, and was now be- 

come his ſon-in-law, he tried often to 
put him to death. David, therefore, was 
obliged to avoid his preſence ; and, hearing 
that Saul had reſolved to deſtroy him, he 
quitted his dominions, and went to dwell at 
Gath, a city of the Philiſtines: from thence, 
upon being diſcovered, he fled to Adullam, and 
wandered about indeſarts, and lodged in caves, 
while Saul was making continual inquiries and 
ſearches after him, in order to deſtroy him. 
In the mean time ſeveral perſons, relations 
and friends, and men of broken fortunes, 
reſorted to David, and he formed them into 
a little army. 


Near the place, where David was, lived 
a rich man, named Natal, who was brutal 
and churliſh in his temper ; and, when Da- 
vid applied to him for ſome proviſions, he not 
only refuſed, but treated his ſervants rudely, 
and ſpoke reproachfully of David himſelf. 
David, therefore, threatened to deſtroy him, 
and his family: but Abigail, the wife of 
Nabal, hearing what had paſſed, took a great 
quantity of proviſions, and with them, and 
ſome ſoft perſuaſive words, ſhe appeaſed the 
indignation and wrath of David. And ſome 

time 
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time after, upon the death of her huſband 
Nabal, David married her. 

As yet, however, he could not obtain any 
reſt, and had no dwelling place; for Saul, 
as it were, hunted him upon the mountains, 
and purſued him whitherſoever he went. It 
happened, one day, that he entered the very 
cave, in which David and two or three 
friends had concealed themſelves. The 
companions of David adviſed him to embrace 
this opportunity of putting an end to all his 
diſtreſſes, by the death of his unjuſt perſe- 
cutor; but David anſwered, God forbid 
that I ſhould firetch forth my hand againſt 
the Lord's anointed, 

A good man, inſtead of taking revenge, 
chuſes always to return good for evil. | 

Saul could not but acknowledge the gene- 
roſity and goodneſs of David, in having thus 
ſpared his life; and having intreated him not 
to deftroy his family, when he ſhould come 
to the crown, he returned home in peace. 
But his jealouſy and anger ſoon revived ; 
and, being informed that David was in the 
wilderneſs of Ziph, he went in purſuit of him. 
There David again had it in his power to 
take away the life of Saul, and ſet the crown | 
upon his own head ; but his piety prevailed | 

over 


by 
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over his intereſt, and nothing could tempt 
him to ſtretch forth his hand againſt the 
Lord's anointed. 

At length, however, finding it impoſſible 
to dwell in ſafety in the land of J/rae/, he 
retired to the country of the Philiſtines, 
where Achiſh, king of Gath, kindly received 
him, and gave him the city Z;kag for his 
reſidence. | 

Some time after, a war broke out be- 
tween the Ifraelites and the Philiſtines; and 
when the forces drew near to each other, and 
Saul beheld the ſuperior number of the enemy, 
his heart greatly trembled. He then inquired 
of the Lord what he ſhould do; but the 
Lord had forſaken him, and made him no 
anſwer, His army was ſoon overcome by the 
enemy, and put to flight, and three of his 
ſons were ſlain : upon which, oppreſſed with 
miſery and deſpair, he fell upon his own 
ſword, and killed himſelf, | 
David, with an unfeigned ſorrow, la- 
mented the death of Saul, becauſe he had 
been his father-in-law, and his king : but he 
grieved moſt exceedingly for Jonathan, who 
had always behaved to him as an affectionate 
brother, and a fincere friend. 
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CHAP. XVIL 
The Reign of King DAVID. 


AVID had been anointed King, ſome 

years ago, privately in his father's 
houſe, by Samuel, at the particular com- 
mand of God. And now, upon the death 
of Saul, having removed from Ziklag to He- 
bron, he was acknowledged King by the tribe 
of Judah: but Iſbboſbeth, the ſon of Saul, 
was proclaimed king by Abner, and acknow- 
ledged by the other tribes. This occaſioned 
a civil war, which continued ſeveral years, 
till the death of Ibaſbeth, who was lain by 
two Benjamites, who were of his houſhold : 
upon which all the tribes of 1/rae! came to 
Hebron, and anointed David their King. 


He was fully ſenſible of the providence of 
God, which had raiſed him from the ſheep- 
fold, and brought him through ſo many 
troubles and affliftions to the throne of 
Iſrael; and therefore expreſſed a ſincere love 
to God and his worſhip, and diſcharged the 
duties of his high office in ſuch a manner, 
that all his ſubjects were happy under him. 

| As 


66 The Reign of King DAVID. 


As ſoon as he was eſtabliſhed in his king- 
dom, he went in triumph, with a great num- 
ber of his ſubjects, and brought the ark of 
the Lord to Feruſalem. He alſo had a ſtrong 
deſire to build a magnificent temple to the 
moſt High God, for his fervice and wor- 
ſhip; but the Lord was pleaſed to forbid the 
work, by his prophet Nathan, aſſuring him, 
however, that he approved of his intention, 
and that it ſhould be executed in the reign of 
Solomon, his fon. He then applied himſelf to 
the conqueſt of his enemies: he took the 
city of Gath; he ſubdued the Moabites; put 
to flight great armies of the Syrians, and flew 
many thouſands of them. By theſe victories 
he gained many ſpoils and great riches, veſ- 
ſels of gold, and ſilver, and braſs; all which 
he dedicated to the Lord, and laid up for the 
uſe of the temple, which his ſon was to build 
after him. And the Lord preſerved him whi- 
tber ſoever he went, and gave him every bleſ- 
ſing he could wiſh for. 0p 
Who would have thought that ſuch a wiſe 
and good prince could ever have done wrong ? 
but the fooliſh pleaſures of the world got 
poſſeſſion of his heart, and hurried him in- 
to a coutſe of licentiouſneſs and wickedneſs, 


Who- 
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Whoever is forgetful of his Creator, and 
indulges vicious deſires, will ſoon be pre- 
vailed on to gratify his inordinate paſſion; and, 
by degrees, will become an habitual worker 
of iniquity. This was the caſe of David. 
When he neglected ſtudying to pleaſe God, 


and praying. to Him for his. help, wicked 
thoughts came into his heart, and he gave 


way to them, and fell into the greateſt fins ; 
but God took pity on him, and ſent the pro- 
phet Nathan to reprove him for his crimes, 
and laid many afflictions upon him, with a 
kind intention to bring him to repentance, 
that he might be happy hereafter. His 
family fell into wickedneſs and diſſentions 
and Abſalom, one of his ſons, whom he 
loved very much, took up arms againſt 
him, and drove him out of Feru/alem: but, 
at length, the army of 4b/alom was deſtroyed, 
and the young man himſelf loſt his life. 

The fins of David were indeed very great, 
and his ſorrow for them was alſo great: he 
lamented them with deep contrition of heart, 
and turned to the Lord ; and the Lord for- 
gave him upon his repentance, and bleſſed 
him again. 

At laſt, finding that the time of his death 
drew near, he gave his laſt advice to his ſon 

Solo- 
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Solomon; and, particularly, charged him to 
obſerve the will of the Lord his God, to walk 
in his ond to keep his ſtatutes, that he 
might proſper, and be bleſſed in all that he 
took in hand. 


We may judge of the piety and devotion of 
David, from his Pſalms. We have one 
hundred and fifty in the Bible; the greateſt 
part of which were written by this good 
King. Some were compoſed when he was 


penitent for ſins, and imploring God's for- 


giveneſs; and ſome are thankſgivings for 
mercies received. Some deſcribe the good- 
neſs, and greatneſs, and many wonderful 
works, of the Almighty Creator; and others 
are filled with prophecies of what was to 
come to pals in future time. 

They are divided into proper ors, that 


they may be read over in the morning and 
evening ſervice of the church : and it is alſo 


expedient to ſelect ſuch as are applicable to 
our own temper and ſtate of mind for our 
private uſe, But let us always read them 
with thought and attention; for the heart 
muſt go along with the words, both in read- 
ing and praying ; otherwiſe what we do, in- 
ſtead of being pleaſing to God, will be offen- 
five to Him, 
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C HAP. XVIII. 
The Reign of King SOLOMON. 


GCOLOM ON ſucceeded his father David 
in the throne of Vrael. And ſoon after 
he was happily ſettled, God appeared to him, 
in a dream, and offered to give him what- 
ever he ſhould chuſe. Solomon, inſtead of 
aſking for long life, or riches, or honour, 
which ſo much engage the attention and la- 
bours of mankind, aſked only for wiſdom : 
for he conſidered that he was king over a 
great and numerous people, and that the 
exerciſe of ſovereign power and extenſive 
juſtice required an extraordinary ſhare of 
prudence and wiſdom. The Lord was ſo 
pleaſed with his moderation and good choice, 
that he not only granted him a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding heart, but alſo riches and honours 
in abundance. 
After ſome time, having added a vaſt 
quantity of - materials to thoſe which David 
had collected, he applied himſelf to the 
building of the temple. It was the moſt beau- 
tiful and magnificent edifice in the world. 


The grandeur and richneſs of it are thought 
to 
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to have exceeded all deſcription. When 
it was finiſhed, he made a ſolemn dedica- 
tion of it to the Lord; and, Kneeling 
down in the temple, prayed earneſtly, that 
God would favourably hear the ſupplica- 
tions of his people, which they ſhould offer 
up in that holy place, and accordingly avert 
the evils they feared, and grant them the 
bleſſings they deſired. 

The fame of the wiſdom and magnificence 
of Solomon was ſpread through all the earth, 
and drew perſons from the moſt diſtant na- 
tions to his court; and, particularly the 
queen of Sheba came from the fartheſt part of 
the ſouth, to ſee his glory, and be an ear- 
witneſs of his wiſdom. 


Yet even this great and wiſe man went 
aſtray, and diſobeyed God. From the love 
of wiſdom he degenerated to the love of 
women and idolatry. He took wives from 
among the nations, with which God had com- 
manded the children of az! not to make 
any alliance Theſe ſoon - corrupted his 
heart, and drew him from the fervice of the 
true God ; ſo that he built temples for idols, 
and worſhipped their gods and goddeſſes: . 
going after A/htoreth, the goddeſs of the Zido- 
nians, and after Milcom, the abomination of 


the 
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the Ammonites. Thus the glory, he had ob- 
tained by his wiſdom and virtue, was ſullied 
and defaced; and the Lord expreſſed his in- 
dignation and anger, by raiſing up ſeveral 
enemies agaiuſt him; and by foretelling, that 
he would take the kingdom from his family, 
and give it unto his ſervant, except a certain 
portion of it, which he would give te his 
ſon, for his ſervant David's ſake. 


It has been generally agreed, that the bool: 
of Proverbs, the book of Eccleſiaſtes, or the 
Preacher, and the Song of Solomon, were 
written by this prince. The laſt ſeems to be 
a figurative or typical compoſition 3 but the 
two firſt are full of excellent maxims and 
rules, very profitable for the conduct of life 
in all ſtations and circumſtances. The book 
of Ecel ſiaſtes, in particular, is a penitential 
confeſſion of his own folly, in having given 


himſelf up to worldly pleaſures, and is a ſe- 


rious admonition to thoſe who now walk in 
the way of their hearts, and in the fight of their 
eyes; for he, who gratified every ſenſual de- 
fire, and withheld not his heart from any joy, 
hath aſſured us, That all is vanity and vexation 


of ſpirit ; and that to fear God, and to keep 


his commandments, 1s the duty and the happi- 
neſs of man. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


The Diviſion of the Kingdom under 
REHOBOAM, 


AMS ſoon as Solomon was dead, his ſon 

Rehoboam was ſeated on his throne, 
But the whole congregation of 1/rae/, being 
aſſembled on the occaſion, deſired him to 
mitigate ſome taxes, and remove ſome heavy 
burdens, which had been laid upon them by 
his father. The old men, who were expe- 
rienced in the affairs of the nation, adviſed 
him to give a kind and gentle anſwer, in or- 
der to gain their affections; but, being en- 
couraged by his young and fooliſh compa- 
nions, he behaved to his ſubjects with great 
pride and ſeverity; and; inſtead of leſſening, 
threatened to add to their grievances, and 
make their yoke heavier; upon which ten 
tribes revolted from him, and made Fero- 
boam, the ſon of Nebat, king over them. 
Only two of the tribes, the tribe of Judah, 
and that of Benjamin, continued with Re- 
hoboam; and neither he, nor his ſons, were 


able to regain the reſt, 
| Thus 
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Thus this kingdom, which was jult riſing 
jato fame, was divided into two parts, which 
bore different names, the kingdom of Judah, 
and the kingdom of V/ael; Rehoboam re- 
mained king of Judab, and Feroboam was 
called king of Jſrael: and thus God was 
pleaſed to puniſh the fins of Solomon, by 
the folly of Rehoaboaam; and to manifeſt to 
the world, that He is the ruler of kings, 
and turneth their hearts whitherſoever he 
pleaſeth, according as they are ſubjects of 
his mercy, or of his indignation. 
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CHEAP! XX 
Of ihe Kings f ISRAEL. 


EROBO AA, fearing that the peo- 

ple, if they went to do ſacrifice at Feru- 
falem, according to the law, might be pre- 
vailed on to turn again to Rehoboam, ſet up 
two golden calves, as objects of worſhip, 
in different parts of his kingdom. He al'o 
took upon *himſelf the office of burning in- 
cenſe before his idols, and appointed any of 
the loweſt of the people to be prieſis of the 
high places. By this public inſtitution of 
idolatry he corrupted the minds of the peo- 
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ple, and opened a door to every kind of im- 
piety and wickedneſs. 

Nadab, his ſon, ſucceeded him, who 
walked in the ſteps of his father : but his 
reign was ſhort; for, in leſs than two years, 
Baaſbu conſpired againſt him, and ſle him; 
and, in order to ſecure the kingdom to him- 
felf, put all the family of Fer:boam to death. 

Baaſha, after many years of iniquity, was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Elah, who, in the ſe- 
cond year of his reign, was killed by Zimri, 
a captain of his chariots. | Zimri, however, 
reigned but ſeven days; for the army made 
Omri, their general, king; and Zimri, in 
deſpair, ſet fire to the palace, and was de- 
ſtroyed with it. 

Omri built a new palace, and a city, called 
Samaria, the chief city in Iſrael, as Foruſal:m 
was the chief city of the kingdom of Judab. 
He not only walked in the ways of Feroboam, 
Who made J/azl to ſin, but is ſaid in Scrip- 
ture to have done worſe than all who were be- 
fore him. | | 

Abab, his ſon, reigned after him, who fol- 
| lowed the example of his father, and ſeems 

not to have fallen ſhort of it. -He married 
Jezebel, the daughter of E:hbaal, king of 


the Sidaniaus, a proud and cruel woman. He 
built 
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built an altar to Baal in Samaria, and made 
a grove for a ſuperſtitious and impure wor- 
ſhip. In his time lived Elijab, a great pro- 
phet, who was fed for ſome time by ravens, 
near the brook Cheri#h: he raiſed to life a wi- 
dow's ſon at Zarephath, and bleſſed her barrel 
of meal, and her cruiſe of oil, ſo that they 
failed not in the time of diltreſs. After- 
wards, having reproved Ahab for his idolatry, 
and given full proof that the prieſts and pro- 


phets of Baal were impoſtors, and that his 


God was the true God, he commanded the 
people to ſeize the prieſts, and flew them at 
the brook Xiſbon. He alſo brought down 
fire from heaven to conſume two captains, and 
their attendants, who were ſent by Ahaziah 
to apprehend him, for their preſumptuous 
infolence and deriſion of him; but ſhewed 

ercy to the third captain, who paid him 
due reſpect, and iatreated his favour, and 
went with him to the king. He was ſome- 
time after taken up from earth, and carried by 
a whirlwind into heaven, and his ſpirit of 
prophecy reſted upon Eliſba, who was pre- 
ſent, and ſaw him thus taken up. 

Aab, however, perſiſted in bis impiety, 
and ſoon after, to gratify his covetous deſire, 
cauſed the death of Naboth, an innecent 
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neighbour, and ſeized his vineyard. At 
length he was flain in battle by a Syrian, and 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Abaziab, a weak 
and inglorious prince, He died by a fall from 
his upper-chamber, and Jeboram, his bro- 
ther (for he had no ſon) reigned in his ſtead. 
He made ſome reformation in the kingdom, 
and having procured the friendſhip and aſſiſt- 
ance of Teho/baphat, king of Fudah, over- 
threw the Moabites, who had rebelled againſt 
Jjratel. 

The prophet Eliſba, about this time, per- 
formed ſeveral miracles; as healing the waters 
at Fericho, ſupplying the army with water, 
increaſing a poor woman's oil, for the pay- 
ment of her creditors; giving a ſon to the 
charitable Shunamite, and afterwards, when 
he was dead, reſtoring him to life ; healing 
Naaman of his lepro'y, and fixing it upon 
his own ſervant Gehazz, for his falſhood and 
covetouſneſs; and cauſing iron to ſwim, 
He alſo ſmote the army of the Syrians with 


blindneſs; and afterwards, when Benhadad 
had beſieged Samaria, and reduced the city 
to the utmoſt famine and diſtreſs, the Lord 
ſpread a dreadful terror through his camp 
in the night, fo that the army fled with all 
the expedition they could into their own 
2 country 
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country; by which means the people were 
ſupplied with an incredible plenty, according 
to the prediction of Eifba. 

Fehu, the general of the Jraelitet, was 
raiſed up by the Almighty to be an avenger 
of the crimes of the houſe of Ahab; and 
having been anointed king by a prophet for 
that purpoſe, he ſlew. 7eh:ram, and cauſed 
IJczebel to be thrown from a window, whoſe 
body was devoured by dogs, according to 
a prophecy of Elijah. He proceeded to cut 
off all the family of Ahab, and afterwards 
deſtroyed the prieſts of Baal and his temple z 
but he continued the old idolatry of the 
calves, which Ter:bcam had eſtabliſhed. 

Fehoahaz, his ſon, was the next king: he 
did evil in the ſight of the Lord, and there- 


fore his power was very much reduced by the 


kings of Szria. After a troubleſome reign, 
he was ſucceeded by his fon Jeaſb; and 
Joaſh by his ſon Feroboam, who, by great 
ſucceſſes in war, relieved his people from 


their enemies, and much enlarged his king- 
dom, 


Zechariah, his ſon, ſactecded him, and, 


after a ſhort and wicked reign, was ſlain by 
Sallum, who uſurped the throne; and, af- 
ter one month, he was ſlain by Menahem, 
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general of the army. Menabem left the 
kingdom to his ſon Petabiab, who, after two 
years, was murthered in his palace by Pekah, 
dis general, who ſeized the crown, and was 
murthered in his turn by Fl:ſhea, who was the 
laſt king of Iſrael. 
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CHAP. xxl, 
The Captivity of the ISRAELITES. 


HE Almighty Creator had patiently 
endured the idolatry and fins of the 
Tjraelites for a long courſe of years, and had 
earneſtly called them by ſeveral meſſengers 
to repentance, He had alſo frequently op- 
preſſed and afflicted them by private calamities 
and domeſtic troubles, as well as by their 
foreign enemies, in order to bring them to a 
ſenſe of their impieties, and amendment of 
heart and life. But, at laſt, when they were 
hardened in fin and idolatry, and grew worſe 
and worſe, he reſolved to bring them into 
greater diſtreſſes, by deftroying their king- 

dom, and ſcattering them among all people. 
- Accordingly, in the reign of Haſbea, the 
king of A/jria invaded the country; be- 
ſieged 
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fieged Samaria for three years, and, hav- 
ing taken it, quite deſtroyed it. He ſhut up 
Hoſhea in prilon, and carried the people 
captives into Aria, and placed them ia 
the cities of the ed:s., He ſent allo a great 
number of the Mrians to dwell in Samaric, 
and the country round about, that they 
might enjoy the land of the //razlites, and 
keep the reſt of the people in ſubjeGion. 
And thus this kingdom, after it had conti- 
nucd near two hundred and ſixty years, was 
deſtroyed, and the people ſcattered, accord- 
ing to what the prophet Hoſea had foretold; 
God ſball caſt them away, becauſe they did not 
hearken unte Him, and they ſhail be wanderers 
among the nations. 
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CHAP, XXII. 
Of the Kings of JU DAH. 


RE HOBOAM having fortified ſome 
towns, and buile ſome ſtrong places, 
raiſed a very large army, in order to war 
againſt the ten tribes of Hrael, and bring 
them back to their allegiance; but he was 
prevented by the prophet Sbemaiab from go- 
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ing agatalt them. The people became very 
impious and wicked in his reign, and there- 
fore God ſent the Ezyptians againſt them, 
who entered Jeruſalem, and plandered the 
temple, He left the ſtate much diminiſhed 
to his ſon Aja, who waged war with Je- 
roboam, and recovered ſeveral towns from 
him. 

He was ſucceeded by his ſon Aſa, who 
deſtroyed the groves and images, and en- 
couraged the worſhip of the true God. 

After him Teho/baphat, his ſon, reigned : 
he fortified his towns, raiſed a very numerous 
force, and aſſiſted Ahab againſt his enemies. 
A prophet reproved him for having aſſiſted 
that wicked prince, and he endeavoured' to 
repair the fault, by deſtroying the high places 
and proves, which were applied to idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitious uſes; and by ſettling affairs 
both in church and ſtate, He left the crown 
to his ſon Jeboram, who very much degene- 
rated from his father, and married Athaliah, 
the daughter of Omri, and ſiſter of wicked 
Ahab. Impiety and iniquity never proſper 


long. The Philiflines and Arabians came ſud- 


denly upon him, and carried away all his 
wives and ſons, except his youngeſt ſon Aba- 
xiah, who ſucceeded him, Ahaziah was go- 

| verned 
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verned by the advice and direction of his mo- 
ther, but was ſoon cut off by Jebu, whom 
God raiſed up to be the puniſhment and ruin 
of Ahab's houſe. 

Upon his death, Athaliah, his mother, 
uſurped the kingdom; and, that ſhe might 
poſſeſs it without oppoſition, ſhe endeavoured 
to deſtroy all the children of Abaziab. But 
Fehaaſh, an infant, was ſecretly conveyed away, 
and ſecured from her cruelty; and, after a 
few years, ſhe was ſlain, and Jab placed 
upon the throne. The begioning of his reign 
was flouriſhing and happy under the admini- 
ſtration of his uncle Jehoiodab; but, after 
his death, he gave way to flatterers and evil 
counſellors, He was conquered by the Sy- 
rians, vexed with fore diſeaſes, and treach- 
erouſly flain by his own ſervants, 

Amaziah, his ſon, ſucceeded him. He 
overcame the Mialites, and treated them 
with great cruelty; but was afterwards taken 
captive by the king of Jracl, and at laſt 
killed by a conſpiracy among his ſubjects. 

Uzz'ah, who is alſo called Aza»iah, his fon, 
reigned next. Herepaired and fortified Feru/alem, 
and made many warlike inſtruments and engines, 
He was alſo a great encourager of huſbandfy, 


planting vines and feeding many cattle, But 
E 5 proſ- 
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proſperity corrupted his heart; and, in his 
pride, he uſurped the prieſt's office, and 
went into the temple to burn incenſe, but was 
ſtruck with leproſy, and rendered incapable 
of conducting publick affairs. 


Fotham, his ſon, a wiſe and good prince, 
reigned after him; and he was ſucceeded by 
his wicked ſon Wax, who introduced the 
idolatry of the kings of I/rael, and, after 
the abomination of the heathen, ſacrificed in 
the valley of the ſons of Hiunnom, and made 
his children paſs through the fire to Moloch. 
The Sy: zans fought againſt him, and carried 
many of his ſubjects to Damaſius; and Pe- 
tab, king of /jrael, overthrew his army, and 
entered Feruſalem, from whence he took ma- 
ny valuable ſpoils. 


Hlezetiah, his ſon, aſcended the throne af- 
ter him, He reformed ſeveral abuſes in divine 
worſhip, and reſtored the celebration of the 
Paſſever and God was pleaſed to ſhew him 
ſignal favour, by miraculouſty deſtroying the 
SHrians, who had befieged Jeruſalem, and 
by adding, upon his prayer, fifteen years to 
his life. After a ſeries of good actions, he 
left the kingdom to his ſon Manaſſeh, who 
degenerated from his father's good example, 
and reſtored idolatry : for which God ſuffered 

him 
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him to be carried captive to Babylon ; but, 
upon his ſincere humiliation and repentance, 
he was raiſed again to his kingdom, and 
reigned many years with remarkable piety. 

Ammen, his fon, ſucceeded, who purſued 
a courſe of immorality and profaneneſs, till he 
was ſlain by his ſervants. He was followed 
by his ſon, the pious Zo/iah. He broke the 
idolatrous altars, cut down the groves, re- 
paired the temple, and cauſed the book of the 
law of Me/es to be read publickly and diſ- 
tinctly to the people. He was ſlain in battle 
with the Egyptians, and ſucceeded by Feho- 
ahaz, who, after three months, was carried 
captive into Egypt. 

Jehoiachim, his brother, an evil prince, 
reigned in his ſtead; and he was ſucceeded 
by his ſon F-haachin, who walking in the 
ſteps of his father, provoked the Lord to 
anger, He was carried priſoner to Babylon, 
with his mother, and many others, by Netu- 
chadrexzar, who took away alfo the treaſures 
of the palace, and the riches of the temple. 
Zedekiah, uncle to Jehoiachin, was then made 
king by Nebuchadnczzar; but he ſoon after 
rebelled againſt him, and brought deſtruction 
upon himſelf and his country, 


E 6 CHAP, 


$4 The Captivity of the two Tribes, 
ee eee 


CHAP. xXIII. 
The Captivity of the two Tribes. 


HE goodneſs of God did not fail, 
during this ſucceſſion of the kings of 
Jadab, to call the people to repentance, and 
to the pure ſervice and worſhip of Himſelf : 
for which purpoſe he ſent feveral prophets, 
who, by ſerious and earneſt exhortations, 
warned them of their danger, and expreſly 
declared, that God would utterly deſtroy 
them, if they perſiſted in their wickedneſs, 
But the innovations introduced into their re- 
ligious ſervice, and the depravation of their 
manners, were ſo general, and ſo rooted in 
their hearts, that they deſpiſed the prophets, 
and paid little regard to their warniogs and 
admonitions. They were, indeed, ſometimes 
rouſed out of their lethargy, . when they heard 
the judgments which were denounced againſt 
them, and felt deeply the divine diſpleaſure. 
And the good kings, in ſome degree, re- 
claimed them from their errors, by deſtroy- 
ing their images and groves, and encouraging 
$he true worſhip of God, But they ſoon fell 

44 back 
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back again into their former crimes, by the 
corruption of their own hearts, and the ex- 
ample of thelc other kings: nor did even the 
fatal end of the kingdom of Vrael work 
an effectual reformation in that of Judah; 
They went on obſtinately in their idolatry and 
ſins, till, at length, God brought upon 
them the deſtruction which had been often 
foretold. And, in the reign of Zedekiah, 
king of Judah, that kingdom alſo, after it 
had continued near four hundred years, was 
over-run by the A{/yrians, who plundered 
the ſacred temple of the great God, ſet fire 
to that and to the city, and carried away the 
king and people to Babylon, 
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The Return of the Captives, and Reſtoration 
of the TEMPLE, 


HE Jeu continued in the land of 
their captivity about ſeventy years, 
according to the prophecy of Daniel. At 
the end of which time, God put it into the 
mind of Cyrus, king of Perſia and Babylon, 
W give ſree liberty to the Jews to re- 
tura 
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turn into their own country. A conſide- 
rable number made uſe of this liberty, 
and, under the conduct of Zerabbabel, re- 
turned to Judea, where they applied them- 
ſelves, with much zeal, to the rebuilding of 
the temple, and laid the foundation of it with 
great joy; while the ancient fathers, who 
had ſeen the temple which Szlomon built, 
wept aloud at the remembrance, lamenting | 
that the glory of the latter would fall ſo 


far ſhort of the former. 


After many years, Ezra, who was a man 
of great learning and goodneſs, obtained leave 
from king Abaſucrus to go, with many Jets, to 
Feruſalem. He was authoriſed to reform the 
church, and regulate the affairs of the nation; 
and he executed the taſk with great care and 
diligence 

Among other things, having been in- 
formed, that 'the people had not ſeparated 
themſelves from the heathens, but had taken 
wives from them, contrary to the will of 
God, he faſted and prayed for them : he 
then called them together, ſet their fin be- 
fore them, and exhorted them earneſtly to 
put their ſtrange wives away, and, accord- 
iogly, a petfect reformation was made in this 
reſpect. | | * 
Ds. Some 


and Reſtoration of the TEMPLE. 87 


Some time after, Nehemiah, who was cup- 
bearer to 4haſuerus, having heard that Feru- 
ſalem was in a ruinous condition, and the 
inhabitants in great afflition ; intreated the 
king, that he might be permitted to go thi- 
ther and repair the city. The king not only 
conſented, but alſo gave him proper powers 
for the accompliſhment of his purpoſe. 

When he arrived at Jeruſ em, he encou- 
raged the people to undertake the work; and, 
notwithſtanding the oppoſition of their ene- 
mies, and the difficulties they had to enconn- 
ter, they rebuilt the walls and the gates in 
fifty-two days. He then reſtrained uſurers, 
lived himſelf in great hoſpitality, and re- 
formed the violation of the Sabbath. He 
cauſed the law alſo to be read and expounded 
to the people: upon which the princes, 
prieſts, and Levites, made a publick acknow- 
ledgment of the goodneſs of God, and their 
own wickedneſs, and entered into a covenant 
with Him, to which they ſet their hands 
and ſeals; That they would walk in his law, 
and obey Him diligently for the future, 

Ezra was a very ready ſcribe in the law of 
God; and, upon his return from the cap- 
tivity, collected all the books of the 0/4 Te, 
tament, which were then extant, diſpoſed 


them 
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them in their proper order, and put forth a 
correct edition of them. It is probable, that 
the books of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Malachi, were ſoon after added, by 
which the Jewiſh canon of the Holy Scrip- 
tures was fully compleated. The books, cal- 
led Apocryphal, or Doubtful, were never re- 
ceived as Canonical, and are therefore to be 
regarded only as common hiſtory. They, ne- 
vertheleſs, contain many excellent leſſons of 
wiſdom and holineſs, and ſet forth the ex- 
amples of ſeveral good men, who ſuffered 
nobly in the defence of their religion, 
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CHAP. XXV. 
The Bok of ESTHER. 


HASUERUS, king of Perſia, had 
raiſed Haman, his chief favourite, to 
the higheſt honours, ſo that the people 
bowed the knee to him. But Mordecai, a 
Jew, refuſed to pay this homage, which 
he thought due to God alone ; and, as he 
paſſed to and fro, ſhewed him no reſpect, 
With which behaviour the proud Hamax 
was ſo offended, that he reſolved to de- 
Kroy not only him, but his whole nation 
allo: 
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alſo: and, having repreſented them to the 


king, as a ſeditious and rebellious people, he 
prevailed upon him to ſign a decree for the 
deſtruction of all the Fews, both old and 
young, throughout his empire. 

The Fews, upon hearing of this bloody 
decree, were in very great diſtreſs, and they 
faſted and prayed to God, who was pleaſed 
to hear their cry, and bring about theic de- 


liverance : for the king awaking one morn» 


ing ſooner than uſual, ordered a perſon to 
read to him the records of his reign and be- 
ing therein reminded of the great merit of 
Merdecai, who had fome time before diſco- 
vered the treaſon of two chamberlains, and 
ſaved, the king's life, commanded that he 
ſhould be arrayed with the royal robe, and 


ride through the city in triumph; and that 


Haman ſhould lead the horſe, and proclaim 


before him, Thus ſball it be done to the many 


whom the king delighteth to honour. 
Afterwards Eſiher, the queen, who was a 
Feweſs, and niece to Mordecai, and whom Aha- 
ſuerus had made his wife, on account of her 
great beauty and engaging behaviour, informed 
the king of the pride and cruelty of Haman, 
and intreated for the lives of herſelf and her 
people: and the king, being fully ſatisfied of 
| Ha- 
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Haman's guilt, ordered that he ſhould be 
hanged upon a high gallows, which Haman 
himſelf had cauſed to be erected, with deſign 
to hang Mordecai on it. An edict was after- 
wards publiſhed in favour of the Fews ; and 
two days were appointed by them to be 
obſerved yearly, as days of rejoicing, in 
thankful remembrance” of their having been 
thus ſaved from deſtruction. God partcth 
drwn the mighty from their ſeat, and ſeattereih 
the n in the 2 of their hearts, 
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HE time in which 7a lived is uncer- 
1 3 tain, but his hiſtory is very affectiog 
and improving. He is recorded as a pattern 
of goodneſs, patience, and ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God, Compaſſion, it is ſaid, was 


brought up with him. He was eyes to the 


blind, and feet to the lame, the father of 
the poor, the comforter of the widow, and 


the protector of the orphan that had none to 
help him. 


The 
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The Almighty, who knows what is in 
man, and tho' He permits him to fall into 
temptation, yet enables him to reſiſt it, was 
pleaſed to give up Job, for a time, to be 
afflicted and tempted by Satan, that the world 
might be fully acquainted with his virtue; 
and take example by it. No man ever under- 
went harder trials; for he was deprived of 
all his fortune, his friends, and his children, 
and ſuffered the moſt painful ſickneſs. He 
was as remarkable for calamity, as he had 
been for proſperity : But all ſerved only to 
ſhew his humility, and his great dependance 
upon God, and that the devil had no power 
over his mind. 

When Job's piety had been folciently 1 ma- 
nifeſted, God reſtored to him more than he 
had loſt : He gave him fortune, friends, 
children, and health, and all other bleſ- 
ſings, ſo that the latter end of his life was 
ſtill more proſperous than the beginniog had 
been. 

This excellent book warns us not to judge 
hardly of men in diſtreſs. God often brings 
the good and virtuous into affliction and trou- 
ble for wiſe and gracious purpoſes. Tt 
teaches us alſo, when we are bleſſed with 
plenty, to ſuccour the diſtreſſed, and to be 

the 
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the comforters of the afflicted : and further, 
It teaches us to bear with patience and ſub. 
miſſion the bittereſt diſpenſations of provi- 
dence: I hat, ſays Fob, Hall we receive gud 
at the hand of Gad, and fhall we not rect ive 
evil ? The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the name of the Lerd. 
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C HAP. XXVIL 
Of the PROPHETS. 


Prophet is a perſon empoweted in an 

A. extraordinary manner, by particular 
revelations of the Divine will, to inſtruct 
mankind in the doctrines and duties of reli- 
gion, and to foretel future events, incapable 
of being foreknown by man. God was pleaſed 
to raiſe up a ſucceſſion of men for this pur- 
poſe, from the beginaing of the world ; and, 
in the courſe of the ſacred hiſtory, we read 
of the exhortations which they gave to the 
Jews, the miracles they wrought, and the 


prophecies they delivered. Some of theſe in- 


pired perſons compoſed, and left in writing, 
what they preached to the people; and we 
find, upon ſearching theſe important records, 

that 
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that they generally reproved them with great 

freedom and conſtancy, and urged them to 
their duty by ſerious and earneſt admonitions, 
calling them to repentance, and ſincere amend- 
ment of life They alſo denounced againſt 
them the heavy, but juſt, ſentence of the 
Almighty, and warned them of the deſtruc- 
tion of their city and temple; of their cap- 
tivity, and the many grievous calamities which 
hung over their h-ads, and were ſoon to 
overtake them, on account of their aggra- 
vated ſins. They likewiſe adminiſtered com- 
fort to the good and faithful, and enabled 
them to wait upon the Lord in patience, with 
the promiſe of a deliverance from the Baby- 
leniſh captivity, and eſpecially with the proſ- 
pect of a ſpiritual deliverance, which God 


would vouchſafe them by the coming of a 
Saviour. | | 


This, indeed, is the great ſubject of pro- 
phecy; and we not only find, in general, 
that Cod intended to raiſe up ſuch a deliverer, 
who is ſometimes called the Aeſſiab, or the 

Anninted One; but the predictions concerning 
him are very circumſtantial and expreſs. They 
_ have not only ſpecified the time, the place, 
and the manner of his birth, but foretold the 
moſt particular circumſtances of his «death 


and 
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and reſurrection; and have related them with 
ſo much clearneſs and exactneſs, that they 
ſeem rather to be a hiſtory of what was paſt, 
than a prophecy of what was to come. 
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MONG the viſions and dreams, by. 
which God was pleaſed to reveal to 

the prophet Daniel the conduct of his pro- 
vidence, concerning the ſtate of the Fews, 
and other kingdoms, was one relating to the 
four great monarchies of the world ; fore- 
telling very clearly, that the Afyrian or Ba- 
bylonian empire would be deſtroyed by the 
Perſians; that the Per/ian would be con- 
quered by the Greets; and the Greeks would 
be over-run by the Romans. Theſe wonder- 
ful events, according to the particular courſe 
and order, in which He, on whom the changes 
of the world depend, was pleaſed to make 
them known, ſucceeded accordingly. Firſt, 
the A/yr:an empire was ſtanding in full glory, 
at the time of the prophecy; the kings of 
Babylon having ſubdued the. two kingdoms of 
Ijrael 
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Iſrael and Judah, and all the nations 


round them, Secondly, the Perſians, com- 
manded by Cyrus, made themſelves maſ- 
ters of the city of Babylon, and extended 
their conqueſts over other nations. This was 
the Cyrus, who gave leave to the Fews to re- 
turn to their own country, and dwell at Je- 
ruſalem. Thirdly, After the Perſian mo- 
narchy had continued about two hundred 
years, the Greeks, commanded by Alexander 
the Great, king of Macedin, marched into 
Perſia, beat their armies, and took poſſeſſion 
of their dominions. He went alſo to Jeru- 
ſalem, where he received the Jeu into favour, 
and not only gave them liberty to live accord- 
ing to their own religion and laws, but alſo 
freed them from the payment of tribute every 
ſeventh year, becauſe they were then for- 
bidden to cultivate and ſow their land. And, 
fourthly, The Romans, a people of tal, be- 
came victorious on every fide, and by degrees 
vanquiſhed almoſt every nation of the earth, 
Pompey was their general againſt the Fews : 
he marched to Jeruſulem, made a great 
ſlaughter of the people, and deltroyed the 
walls of the city. When every country had 
ſubmitted to them, and univerſal peace pre- 
vailed, Augu/ius was emperor of Rome, in 
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whoſe reign our Bleſſed Saviour made his ap- 
pearance upon earth, who came to erect his 
beneficent and peaceful kingdom in the hearts 
of men, being King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, 


5 e er ve Opal Opp tbe tp th echt 
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The Life of our SAV TOUR, 


HE time being come, which had been 
pre-ordained by the Father, and fore- 
told by the prophets, for the appearance of 
the Saviour of the world, He was born of 
the Virgin Mary, according to the prediction 
of Iſaiah; a virgin ſhall be with child, and 
ſhall bring forth a fon, and they ſhall call his 
name Emanuel, God with us. 
The Almighty was pleaſed to reveal the 
myſtery to Jeſeph, who was betrothed to 
Mary, that he might not entertain any un- 


juſt ſuſpicion of her virtue; and to command 
him to call his name 7:/vs. He was born at 


Bethlehem, according to the prophets; for, 
in conſequence of a taxation laid vpon the 
people by 4ugu/ius Ceſar, Fiſeph and Mary, 
being of the lineage of David, were obliged 


to go to that town, There, on account of 
the 
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the multitude of the people, they were un- 


der the neceſſity of lodging in a ſtable; and 
fhe brought forth her firſt- born ſon, and wravy- 
ped him in ſwaddling clothes, and laid him in 
a manger, becauſe there was ny room in the 
inn. | 


But, in the ſame night, his birth was 
made known to ſhepherds in the fields, by 
angels, who appeared to them with a bright 
light from heaven, proclaiming theſe tidings 
of great joy which ſhould be to all nations, 
and ſinging triumphantly, Glory be ts God on 
high, peace on earth, and good-will towards 
men, And ſoon after, fome wiſe men 
of the eaſt, having been, by ſome won- 
derful means, apprized of this happy 
event, came to pay their homage and ado- 
ration to Him. Herod, however, whom the 
Romans had ſet over the land of Judah, was 
much alarmed at the news, apprehending that 
the Meſſiah was to be a temporal prince, and 
looking upon Him as a rival in his kingdom. 
He therefore endeavoured to diſcover the 
child, with an intention to deflroy him; but, 
being diſappointed in his enquiry, he fell into 
a great rage, and, reſolving to cut him off 
by any means in his power, he commanded 
all the infants to be flaia, who were in or 
; F about 
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about Bethlehem, where it was foretold 
that Chri? ſhould be born. But God diſ- 
covered his barbarous intention to Jeſeph 
in a dream, and commanded him to take 
the child and his mother into Egypt. They 
went accordingly, and remained there, till 
God informed him by another dream, that 
"H:rod was dead, and directed him to return 
into his own country ; but to go to Naza- 
reth, not to Bethl:chem, for fear of Herad's 
ſon, who ſucceeded him in the throne, and 
was as cruel as his father, 
When Chri/t was but twelve years old, 
being at Jeruſalem at the time of the Paſſo- 
ver, he introduced himſelf among the doctors 
and learned” men, and converſed with them 
in ſuch a manner, that all who heard him 
were aſtoniſhed at his wiſdom. He afterwards 
retired with his parents to Nazareth, where 
he lived in dutiful ſubjection to them, and 
in a very obſcure ftate, till the time of his 
manifeſtation to all. | 
Befere he made his appearance as a pro- 
phet, John the Baptiſt was ſent by the Al- 
mighty to prepare the minds of the people 
for his reception, by preaching the Baptiſm 
of Repentance, and pointing out to them the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the firs of the 
| world. 
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world, And when he was about thirty years 


of age, he began to exert himſelf ſuitably to, 


the great deſign of his coming. But, firſt, 
he deſired John to baptize him, to ſhew the 
value he ſet upon that ceremony, and his 


readineſs to ſubmit to every ordinance, and 


fulfil all righteouſneſs, He was ſoon after 
attacked by the evil ſpirit in the wilderneſs, 
who tried him with very powerful tempta- 
tions for forty days; but, at laſt, finding 
that he could not get any power over him, 
he left him. Re/et the Devil, and he will flee 
from you, 

The Saviour of the world then began to 
preach unto the people, that they ſhould repent 
of their ſins, believe in Him, and lead holy 
lives, in order to obtain forgiveneſs from God 
and everlaſting glory. He preached many ex- 
cellent ſermons, and particularly one which 
far ſurpaſſed all diſcourſes which were ever 
ſpoken. It is called, the Sermon on the mount, 
becauſe he ſtood upon a hill, or mountain, 
when he ſpoke it. In it he teaches. the 
prayer, called The Lord's Prayer, as a mo- 
del for all addreſſes to the Deity. He ex- 
plains the true ſenſe and meaning of ſeveral 
moral precepts, and promiſes rewards to the 
good, and virtuous. He teaches us to be 
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humble, ſubmiſſive, patient and forgiving, 
and to do all the good in our power, even 
to our enemies, in imitation. of the great 
God himſelf, who ſends his rain and truit- 
ful ſeaſons on the juſt and the unjuſt. He 
diſſuades us aiſo from all covetous deſires, 
and anxious thoughts about the things of 
this world, and exhorts us to put our truſt 
in our heavenly Father, who clothes the graſs 
of the field, and feeds the fowls of the air; 
and he concludes the diſcourſe with comparing 
the man, who hears his words and obeys 
them, to a wiſe man who builds his houſe 
upon a rock, which no ſtorms can over- 
throw. 


Our Saviour alſo praiſed what he taught, 
and. enforced his excellent precepts by his 
own good example. He did no ſin, nei- 
ther was guile found in hs mouth. His whole 
life was ſpent in the ſervice of God and man, 
He was conſtant in prayer, both privately and 
Pyublickly, and went about doing good to all 
that were in diſtreſs, healing all kinds of 
ſickneſſes and infirmities among the people, 
He cured the moſt inveterate diſtempers with a 
ſingle touch, and ſometimes with a word. He 
made the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, the 


blind to ſce, the dumb to ſpeak, and raiſed the 
dead 
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dead to life. There was ſuch virtue abont him, 
that if any diſtempered perſon touched him, or 
even his clothes, believing and truſting in his 
power to cure them, they were immediately re- 
ſtored to healch: and, though he was ſo 
poor as not to have @ place where to lay his 
head, yet, he relieved the wants of others, 
and ſatisfied the hunger of many thouſands. 
We. ſee in him alſo the greateſt delicacy of 
affection, and ſympathy of friendſhip. His 
concern at the grave of Lazarus; his lamen- 
tation over the obſitioate 7eru/alzmm, doomed 


to deſtruction; his laſt pathetic diſcourſes to 


his diſciples ; and indeed many other ſcenes 
of his life, exhibit the molt pleaſing picture 
imaginable of divine benevolence, blended: 
with human tenderneſs; 


And as the benefit of his coming into the 
world was not to be conlined to the Jets, 


but to be extended to all nations, he choſe- 


twelve apoſlles, and commanded them to 


diſperſe. themſelres abroad, and to ſprcad 
his doctrines through the, world; inſtruc-- 
ing the ignorant, as he did, and reliev- 
ing every kind of diſtreſs: for which pur- 
pole he endowed them with the power of 
working miracles. He warned them, that: 
they would frequently meet with cruel and: 
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ungrateful returns, and be even hated and 
perſecuted for his Name's ſake ; but exhorted 
them, nevertheleſs, to ſubmit patiently, and 
not to be deterred from doing their duty 
by any threatenings or ſufferings, 


But notwithſtanding the excellency of his 
doctrines and his example, he was cenſured 
and oppoſed by the Prieſts, the Scribes, and 
the Phariſees. The more homanity and good- 
neſs he diſcovered, the more he excited their 
diſpleaſure; and the greater his merit, the 
greater was their envy and malice. They 
conſidered the purity of his life as a re- 
proach upon their own character, and their 
guilty hearts could not bear the freedom of 
his inſtructions and remonſtrances. They 
therefore not only hated him, but thought it 
neceſſary to their own intereſt to deſtroy 
him. Accordingly they endeavoured to puz- 
zle and perplex him with artful and intri- 
care queſtions, hoping to draw ſome expreſ- 
ſious from him contrary to their law, that 
they might have a pretence for putting him 
to death. But he ſhewed himſelf as much 
ſuperior to them in wiſdom as in virtne, and 
often ſent them away confounded with his 
anſwers, 


They 
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They took pains alſo to defame his repu- 
tation, and render him contemptible in the 
eyes of men; repreſenting him under the 
characters of a glutton, and a wine-bibber, 
2 companion of publicans and ſinners, a ſower 
of ſedition, and a profaner of the 84bbath, 
And when they had excited a ſufficient degree 
of animoſity in the minds of the people, and 
had prevailed upon 7udas to betray him, they 
reſolved to ſeize him, to bring him to a 
trial, and, upon ſome pretence or other, to 
adjudge him to death, 

He continued about three years and a 
half preaching to great multitudes the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of Heaven; 
and, as the time of his crucifixion drew 
near, he opened the underſtandings of his 
diſciples more and more, and laid before 
them the moſt important matters: ſuch as 
the nature of his death and ſuffering, the 
ſtate of departed ſouls, the happineſs of 
Heaven, the reſurrection of the body, and 
the ſolemn proceſs of that awful day, in 
which He will appear in the glory of his Fa- 
ther to judge all mankind. 

After ſupper, on the night in which he 
was to be apprehended by his enemies, he 
took bread, and, having bleſſed it, broke ir, 
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and gave it to his apoſtles, ſaying, Tale, eat; 
this is my body which is given for you. He alſo. 
took the cup of wine, and gave it to them, 
ſay ing, Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blocd 
of ihe New Teflament, which is ſbed for many, 
Ver the remiſſion of fins. This de in remem- 
brance of me. This was the inſlitution of 
What we call the Sacrament of the Lord's Su- 
per, which our gracious Maſter deſires, and 
indeed commands us frequently to partake 
of in remembrance of thoſe bitter ſufferings, 
by which He purchaſed for us the forgiveneſs 
of fins, and eternal life. We ought to receive 
it with the greateſt thankfulneſs, and a ſin- 
cere reſolution to dedicate the remainder of 
our lives to the ſervice of God. And, in- 
deed, the pious commemoration of our Sa- 
viour's ſufferings has a natural and power- 
ful tendency to ſtrengthen our faith, enliven 
our hope, and improve us in all goodneſs, 
The Romiſb pricſts, in the adminiſtration 
of this ſacrament, give only the bread to the 
laity, while they take both the bread and 
wine themſelves: whereas our Lord plainly 
commanded, Drink ye all of it; all chriſ- 
tians, of all ranks and denominations, whe- 
ther clergy or laity, Eat and drink ALL «of 
this. They teach allo, that the bread and 
wine 
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wine are tranſubſtantiated, or changed, into® 
the real body and blood of Jeſus, But they 
have no juſt foundation for this doctrine; 
for can it be ſuppoſed, that our Lord ate of 
his own body, and that his diſciples fed upon 
it; before he was dead? Can his body be 
divided into many parts, and yet be given 
iotire to each perſon? And can it be 
turned into the food and ſuſtenance of our 
nature, as the bread and wine are? Beſides, . 
we are to eat the bread, and drink the wine, . 
in remenmb! ance of Chriſt; and the remem- 
brance of 'a perſon implies his B I/ abſence. - 
If then the bread and wine were changed in- 
to the natural body and Ilaod of Chriſt, He 
would be c:rporally priſent, and we could be 
no longer ſaid to do this in remembrance of © 
Him according to his expreſs directions 

The Nomiſb prieſts lay great ſtreſs upon 
theſe words of our Saviour. This 1s my body, + 
and this is my blood. But he ſaid alſo, I om - 
a dior; and yet, it is very plain, he did not 
mean to ſay, that he was really a door, but 
like a door, becauſe, by Him, people enter 
the kingdom of Heaven. Another time our 
Saviour ſaid, I am the wine, and ye are the * 
branches. He that ' abideth in me, and I in 
hin, the ſamg: bringeth forth much fruit. It is 

| F. 5 evi 


106 The Life of er SANFIOUNR. 


evident to common ſenſe, that this can only ſig - 
nify, he is like a vine-tree, and we are like 
the branches of it, deriving all our ſtrength 
and nouriſhment from him, and accordingly 
bringing forth good fruit. In the ſame man- 
ner, when our Saviour ſays, This is my body, 
and this is my blood, the meaning muſt be, 
This bread and this wine do fignify, and re- 
preſent to you, my body and my blood; and 
in eating and drinking of theſe, as my faith- 
ful diſciples, you become partakers of my 
body and blood; that is, of the benefits of 
my death and paſſion. But the Roman Ca- 
#holicks ſhamefully pervert the true meaning 
of Scripture, in order to ſupport their falſe 
and dangerous doctrines. 

May the merciful God, who has ſaved us 
Proteſtants from ſuch great miſtakes, open 
the minds of thoſe poor deluded people, that 
they may ſce and repent of their idolatrous 


and ſuperſtitious worſhip ! 


After the inſtitution of this Holy Sacrament, 


eur Lord delivered ſome ſeaſonable and com- 
fortable exhortations to his apoſtles, and prayed 
earneſtly to the Father for them, and all ſuc- 


-ceeding Chriſtians. He then went to the gar- 


den at Getb/emane, to which he had often be- 
fore retired, for his private devotions, and to 


pre- 
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prepare himſelf for the great event which 
was drawing near, He was there in great 
anguiſh of ſpirit; and, as he was labouring 
under the moſt violent agonies of mind, he 
intreated God, That, if it was poſſible, the 
cup which he was about to drink (the bitter 
death he was about to undergo) might paſs 
from him: but recollecting, that without his 
death the great work of man's redemption 
could not be accompliſhed, he immediately 
added, Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt, Let the ſame mind and temper be in 
us, which was in him: in all our troubles 
and afflictions, tho' the ſharpneſs and weight 
of them may engage us to pray for delive- 
rance, and we may lawfully endeavour to re- 
move them, yet let ns imitate the amiable 
reſignation of our Saviour, and ſay, with 
cheerful acquieſcence in the diſpoſals of pro- 
vidence, Not my will, but Thine be done, hea- 
venly Father. 


The traitor Judas, with the prieſts and 
phariſees, to whom he had ſold his bleſſed 
Maſter, followed him to this place; and, 
having ſeized him, carried him before Pilate 
the judge, and accuſed him as an impoſtor, 
a malefactor, and a blaſphemer. And altho' 
theſe accuſations were intirely groundleſs, and 
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it was evident that the 7ews, proſecuted him 
out of envy and malice, yet Pate gave way 
to their importunate clamour, and condemned 
him to death. He was then ſcourged, 
crowned with thorns, mocked and ſpit upon; 
and after having undergone the moſt grievous 
indignities and cruel tortures, was crucified 
betwecu two thieves. He permitted his ene- 
mies to have ſuch power over him; for he 
williogly gave himſelf up to theſe ſufferings, 
that He might die, the juſl for the unjuſt, and 
be a propitiation for all thoſe who come unto 
God through Him. He was afterwards taken 
down from the croſs, and buried in a ſepul- 
ch:e hewn out of a rock; and the Fews, in 
order to ſecure the body, becauſe our Saviour 
had ſaid, that in three days he would tiſe . 
again, cloſed. the mouth of the ſepulchre with 
a large heavy ſtone, and ſet a ſufficieut guard 
to watch and defend it. 


On the third day, however, our bleſſed 
Saviour, according to his own prediction, 
role from the grave, and appeared to his. 
diſciples, He continued ſorty days upon earth, 
and convinced them by many infallible proofs, 
by frequently converſing, and eating and. 
diiaking with them, and ſhewing them the 
wounds in his fleſh, that he was actually 

Ig. 
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reſtored to, life, And when he had fully 
ſatisfied the apoſtles of this wonderful event, 
his reſurrection from the dead, He informed 
them, That all power, both in heaven and earth,. 
was put into his hand; and commanded them 
to preach the Goſpel among all nations, and 
to baptize them in the name of the Father, the 
Sen, and the Holy Gbit. He alſo promiſed to: 
ſend down ſhortly upon them the effuſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to be with them, to pro-- 
tet, aſſiſt, and comfort them, even ta the end 
of the world: 


The Sacrament of Baptiſm was inſtituted” 
by our bleſſed Lord in the Chriſtian church, 
as a ſolemn initiation into the covenant of the 
Goſpel, and” as an emblem or token of our 
being inwardly cleanſed from. fin, and raiſed. 
to newneſs of life. It is true that the mere. 
waſhing with water in the name of the Father... 
the $:n, and the Hoy Ghiſt, will not ſave us; 
bat in this rite, or ceremony, is ſignified and 
underſtood an offer, on God's part, of pardon- 
and ſancifying grace through Chiiſt; and on 
ours, the. obligation. and neceſſity of being 
renewed in the ſpirit of our minds by repen- 
tance from dead works, and the avſwer of a god 
conſcience. towards Gad. 


After 
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After theſe things He led them to a mount 
near Bethany; and there, in the ſight of many 
of his diſciples, while he was bleſſing them, 
He was raiſed gradually from earth, and car- 
ried in a triumphant manner into heaven, 


where He ſitteth at: the right hand of God. 


Theſe circumſtances and events are diſ- 
unctly related by the four Evangeliſts, who, 
as we have good reaſon to believe, were 
under a Divine guidance, ſo as to be kept 
from error. For as God was pleaſed to ſend 
his Son into the world for the redemption of 
man, and to confirm his Divine miſſion by 
the moſt glorious atteſtations, it is very rea- 
ſonable tFconclude, that He would, by ſome 
means, cauſe an exact and unerring account, 
both of his doctrines and ' miracles, to be 
written for the inſtruction and direction of 
alt ſacceeding ages. This is the end, ac- 
cording to the Evangeliſt John, for which 
theſe things were written, that we might be- 
lieve that Jeſus is the.Chrift, the Son of God, 
and that believing we might hove life through his 
Name. This believing, however, is not a 
mere ſpeculative aſſent ;. for that will be of 
ſmpll avail to our ſalvation and bappineſs. 
Our Faith muſt be a practical vital perſuaſion, 
4 Faith working by love, and productive of a 
ſin- 
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ſincere obedience. If we thus believe, oe ſhall 
have life through his name; we ſhall obtain 
that eternal life, which is the gift of God through 
Jeſus, to all thoſe who truly believe in Him, and 
obey Him. 


eee 
HAP. . 
Of the APOSTLES. 


UR Bleſſed Lord, before he afcended 

into heaven, had commanded his apo- 
ſtles to wait at Jeruſalem until the Comforter 
ſhould come, who ſhould lead them into all 
truth, and endue them with miraculous gifts 
and powers: and therefore they aſſembled 
frequently together, and in fervent prayer and 
devotion expected the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

The traitor Judas had been ſo oppreſſed 
with the crime he had committed, his con- 
ſcience had been ſo touched with the pangs 
and agonies of his guilt, that he ſunk into 
deſpair, and hanged himſelf. Thus one ſin 
generally leads to another. If he had hum- 
bled himſelf before the throne of grace, and 
implored the Divine mercy and forgiveneſs, 

that 
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that pity might have been ſnewed to him, which 
had been ſhewed by his gracious Maſter to 
Peter, who denied him; for Chriſt came to 
erk and ſave. that ' which was loſt, and God 
wwilleth not the death of a ſinner, but had rather 

he would turn again and live. 


It was afterwards: propoſed, that as the 
.number of the. apoſtles, originally appointed 
by our Saviour, was twelve, a proper perſon. 
ſhould be. choſen to ſupply the place of Ju- 
das; and, upon drawing lots concerning it, 
the lot fell upon Matihias, and he was num-- 


bered with the apoſtles. 


On the day of Pentereſt, ten days after the 
aſcenſion of our Lord, when the apoſtles and 
other diſciples were met at their accuſtomed 
place, the Holy Ghoſt, according to the pro- 
miſe of their bleſſed Maſter, came down: 
from Heaven, and communicated to them ſuch 
ſpecial and extraordinary endowments, as 
were neceſſary for the taſk they were'to exe- 
cute. He guided them into all truth, and 
brought all things to their remembrance what- 
ſoever Chriſt had ſaid unto them. He inſpired 
them with the knowledge of all languages, 
ſo that men of all nations heard them ſpeak 
im their own reſpective tongues the wonder- 


1 works of God. He gave them power to 
in: 
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inculcate the doctrines of the Goſpel. with 
tuch force of reaſoning, as all their adverſa- 
ries were not able to gainſay and reſiſt; and 
alſo to confirm their authority by many ſigns 
and'wonders, by diverſe miracles and ſpirituab 
gifts; and he fortified their minds with ſo 
much courage, conſtancy, and patience, that 
they reſolved to ſubmit to every indignity and 
calamity, which could poſſibly befal them in 
life, rather than deſert the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and renounce his religion, 

The extraordinary aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt was given only to the Apoſtles and the 
firſt preachers of Chriltianity for the eſtabliſh- 
ment and propagation of it among men; we 
have now no promiſe of ſuch miraculous 
direction; but the ſaving and lanctiftying gifts 
of the Spirit ſtill remain; He abides with the 
diſciples of Chrilt for ever, to enlighten their 
underſtandings, to purity their hearts, to guard 
them from temptation, to comfort and ſup- 
port them in afflictions, and to be as a pledge 
or earneſt of the future glorious inheritance, 
which is ſet before them in the Goſpel. 

Immediately after the effuſion of the Holy 
Spitit, the Apoſtles. began to preach, and on 
that day three thouſand fouls were converted 
to the faith by a powerful and affecting 

ſer- 
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ſermon preached by St, Peter. They went 
forth and ſpoke boldly in the face of the 
ſame great court, which had condemned their 
Maſter; and a numerous church was ſoon 
collected in the very city where he had 
been crucified. There was no appearance 
of their being gainers by what they did; 
there was no room for them to expect an ad- 
vancement of temporal intereſt, or to hope for 
honour and reputation in the world from their 
undertaking : they acted intirely from the 
conviction of their own conſciences, and a 
full perſuaſion concerning the truth and 
divine authority of what they taught ; and the 
whole deſign and end of their labours was to 
perſuade men to believe in Chriſt crucified 
and riſen again, as their Saviour and Lord; 
and in purſuance of this to be holy in all man- 
ner of ' converſation. 


For ſeveral years they preached the Goſpel 
to the Jews only; after which God was pleaſ- 
ed to ſhew them, that the merciful offers of 
ſalvation were not to be confined to that 
nation; that the partition-wall was to be 
thrown down, and a door opened to the 
Gentiles, They then gave up all the preju- 
dices of their education and country, diſ- 
perſed themſelves through all the quarters of 

the 
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the earth, and ſpent their whole lives in 
publiſhing Chriſtianity to the world; tra- 
velling inceſſantly, and in a ſtate of almoſt 
continued perſecution, in which they ſuffered 
the moſt barbarous uſage. They welcomed 
every difficulty and danger, which Rood in 
the way to the accompliſhment of their great 
purpole ; they rejoiced, that they were ac- - 
counted worthy to ſuffer for the name and in 
the cauſe of their deareſt Lord and Maſter ; 
and truſting in him, who is able to keep that 
which is committed to him, they at laſt laid 
down their lives in defence of the doctrines 
which they preached. 

The Roman Catholics pretend, that there 
was a difference of rank among the Apoſtles, 
and that St. Peter had a ſuperiority over the 
others ; that he was biſhop of Rome, and 
head of the whole church of Chriſt ; and that 
the biſhops or popes of Rome are his ſucceſ- 
ſors, and muſt be obeyed in all matters of 
religion, 

One paſſage which they bring to ſupport 


this notion, is that, in which our Saviour called 


Peter a rock, and then ſaid, Upon this rock wil! 
T build my church. But this cannot be intend- 


ed to give Peter any particular power and ſu- 


premacy over the church. He is not the only 
foun- 
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foundation of the ſacred building; the 
other Apoſtles were inſtruments, as well as 
He, in the glorious work, and the ſame 
honour is attributed to them in Scripture, 
«© We, (we Chriſtians, that is, the church) 
are built upon the foundation of the Prophets and 
the Ape/tles, Feſus Ghrift ad a the chief 
corner ſtone.” 

Another paſſage is that, mon our Saviour 
telis Peter, „That he would give him the 
keys of Heaven; and that thoſe he bound on 
Earth ſhould be bound-in Heaven, and thoſe 
he looſed on Earth ſhould be looſed in Hea- 
ven.” But whatever is the true ſenſe and 
meaning. of theſe words, it is certain, that 
the ſame power and authority was given to 
all the Apoſtles in general in thoſe words. 


of our Saviour, Hhatſoever ye fhall bind on 


Earth, Gall be lound in Heaven; and whatſoever 
ye. ſhall loſe on Earth, ſhall be lo:ſed in Heaven. 

It does not appear that Chriſt gave any one 
of the apoſtles a ſuperiority over the reſt. On. 
the contrary, He taught his diſciples not to 
aſſume any authority themſelves, nor impli- 
citly to {ſubmit their faith and judgment to 
the authority of others. They were to call 
no man maſter upon earth; they had but. one 


Father who was in Heaven; they had but one 


Maſ- 
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Maſter, who was Chriſt. © They were to con- 


ſider - themſelves as independent of all the 
world in matters of religion and conſcience, 
and to conduct themſelves as equally the ſer- 
vants of one Maſter, before whom every 
man is finally to anſwer for himſelf. St. Pe- 
ter, in his own writings, does not claim any 
ſuch ſuperiority, nor do any of the other 
apoſtles give the leaſt intimation of it, They 
ſpeak of themſelves as /ellow-labourers in the 
work to which they were appointed. and diſ- 
claiming all dominion over the faith of Chriſ- 
tians, exhort them to „and faſt in the liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them free; to try 
the ſpirits and prove all things, that they might 
be able to give a reaſon as the hope which is 
in tbem. n | 


nan 
CHAP. p + » 4 


Of the BPISTL ES int REVELATION 
of St, JOAN. | 


g Epiſtles were written by the perſons, 
"whoſe names they bear ; and were ad- 
ali and read in chnrehes by the primitive 
ne who were ſo ſatisfied of their au- 
thority 
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thority and genuineneſs, that they ſpoke of 
them not only as credible and authenthic, but 
as divinely inſpired, and as the words of the 
Spirit: and theſe books have been preſerved 
in the main pure and uncorrupted, ſuch as 
they were left by their firſt writers; and the 
tranſlation of them, which we commonly uſe 
is in general faithful and jadicious, and in 
the moſt material parts agreeable to the ori- 
ginal. 


The great deſign and end of the Epiſtles is 
to fix in the minds of Chriſtians a deep ſenſe 
of the excellency of the Goſpel, and to en- 
gage them to behave in a manner agreeable 
to its precepts. They prove the univerſal 
neceſſity of, ſuch a diſpenſation, to raiſe men 
from the ruins of nature, and reſtore them 
from a ſtate of guilt and condemnation to 
the favour of God. They ſet forth the 
original goodneſs and mercy of the Al- 
mighty Father towards us, who, upon a 
| foreſight of the wretched ſtate into which 
we ſhould fall by. our ſins, formed, in the 
councils of his eternal grace, the glorious de- 
ſign of our recovery. They extol the won- 
derful condeſcenſion and -love of the only 
| begotten Son of God, who being the brightns/s 
ef the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of bis 


17 per- 
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perſon, Heb. i. 3. became a partaker of our 


#eſh and blood; and having been delivered for 


our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, 
Rom. iv. 25. 75 able to ſave them to the uttermaſt 
wha come anto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for us. Heb. vii. 25. They 
deſcribe the manifold bleſſings and privileges, 
flowing to us from the divine mercy through 
the mediation of Chriſt; and lay before us 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes 
of a future glory and felicity in the king» 
dom of Heaven, They repreſent Faith or 
Believing, as. the ſummary of. what is required 
of us in order to the enjoyment of thoſe bleſ- 
ſings and promiſes, but declare expreſsly 
that this Faith ſignihes not a mere ſpecula- 
tive aſſent to the truth of the Goſpel, but a 
hearty and practical compliance with the 
whole method of Salvation held forth to us, 


8 tlirough Jeſus Chriſt. Accordingly the apoſtle 


James writes, that Faith without works is 
dead, being alone; and St. Paul, who lays 
the greateſt ſtreſs upon Faith, ſhews plainly, 
what he intends by it, when he tells the 
Galatians, that in Chrift Feſus neither circum- 
cifian availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 
faith which worketh by lave, producing in us 
the ſincere love of God and of mankind. 

e And 


.. 
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And he declares! to the-Hebreww:, that Chrift 
is the author of eternal ſalvation unto all 
them wha obey Him. It is plain indeed from 
a multitude of paſſages in the Epiſtles, that 
the faith, by which - Chriſtians are juſtified 
and ſaved, is a lively and efficacious principle 
of religion; it is ſuch a receiving Chriſt as 
determineth the heart 7 wall in him; it is a 
faith, which purifieth the ſoul, and is made 
perfect by good works, which they, who have 
believed in God, Acud be careful to maintain; 
for theſe things are good and profitable to men. 


The laſt book of the New Teſtament is 
called The Revelation of St. John the Divine; 
from his own declaration in the firſt verſe of 
it; The Revelation of Jeſus Chrift, which G:d 
gave unto him, and which he ſignified by his angel 
unto his ſer vant John. There are ſeveral 
epiſtles in it to the churches of a, which 
he had planted, or ar leaſt cultivated and 
improved. The ſubject matter of them is 
very nearly the ſame, being either a commen- 
dation of their faith and virtue, or a reproof 
of their failings and defects, an and exhorta- 
tion to repentance and perſeverance, But 
ſeveral parts of this book are myſterious and 
prophetical,” aud appear to be beyond the 
reach and comprehenſion of any human under- 

ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, many pious and learned men in all 
ages of the church have diligently examined 
and endeavoured to explain theſe writings ; 
but we have reaſon to believe, that they have 
never yet been thoroughly underſtood by any 
man. They ſeem, however, in general to 
deſcribe the ſtate of the church at that time, 
in which they were written; and the future 
ſtate and condition of the church to the end 
of the world. hy 


, 
The CONCLUSION. 


PON account of ſome difficult and 
| obſcure paſſages in the Scriptures, the 
church of Nome debars the common people 
from reading them ; and inſiſts, that they 
have no right to judge for themſelves in 
matters of faith, but are to ſubmit abſolutely 
to her interpretations and deciſions. And 
this they endeavour to prove from a text 
or two in the New Teſlament; ſo that they 
would convince you from Scripture, that 
you have no right to judge of Scripture. 
What a manifeſt abſurdity is this !—But 
15 G | ſurely 
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122 II CONCLUSION. 
ſurely it can never be argued, that prove all 


| things means, ſhut your eyes, and follow the 


directions of the church; or that ſearch the 
Scriptures means, never look into them; or 
that, why even of yourſelves judge ye not what 


n right, is a command to men, to believe 


without inquiry, and to receive implicitly, 
the doctrines of others. 


It becomes us, however, to peruſe the ſa- 
ered volumes with great humility and cantion, 
and without any prepoſſeſſions and prejudices ; 
not ſtraining and torturing any paſſages, in 
order to make them fall in with our own fa- 
vourite opinions, but following Scripture 


whitherſoever it naturally leads us. Whoever 
would ſo read the Bible, as from thence to 


collect a ſyſtem of faith, and determine truly 
what is neceſſary to be believed, let him 
not pick out ſingle texts, or ſome little 
{craps and ſeparate portions; nor - expound 
any hard and difficult places in oppoſition to 
thoſe which are clear and eaſy to be under - 


ſtood: but let him conſider the nature and 


deſign of the whole revelation, and attend 
to the coherence and connection of the 
particular diſcourſe which he is reading, the 
occaſion of its having been written, and 


the true ſcope and 2 of each paſſage. 
Let 
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Let him alſo read a whole book, or a 
whole epiſtle, at once, or at leaſt to the 
end of proper periods, ſo as to diſcover the 
thread of reaſoning, and have an intire view 
of things; and make it an inviolable rule 
to explain doubtful and obſcure parts by 
thoſe which are expreſſed in the cleareſt 
and moſt ſimple manner, which muſt be al- 
lowed to be the moſt natural and reaſonable 
method of * and underſtanding 
them. 

Eſpecially let us 8 to the praftical de- 
gn of theſe /acred oracles ; for the great end 
and purpoſe of the ſaving grace of God. in the 
Goſpel-diſpenſation, is to train us up for. a 
bliſsful immortality, by a holy temper and pious 
converſation z teaching us, | that, denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly lufts, we Gould live ſaber hy, 
beo, and godly in this preſent world ; look- 
ing for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus 


| Chrift; who gave himſelf for us, that he might 
\ redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unts 
"himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good wor-. 


And then only ſhall: we have ſtudied the 
Scriptures profitably and effectually, when we 
ſhall have learned to practice the wi/dom which 
is from above, and ſhall have purified our ſouls 

in 


* 
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in obeying the truth through- the Spirit, unto un- 
feigned love ef the brethren. 


And, to our own weak deve for this 
purpoſe, we ſhould add frequent and fervent 


- Prayers to God for the help and aſſiſtance of 


that good Spirit which indited theſe holy 
writings, and make uſe of that admirable 
collect, which the church recommends to 


every one, who en to = in the know- 
ledge of them. 1 | 


« Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy 
* Scriptures to be written for our learning, 


3 grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, 


„ read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 
ee them; that, by patience and comfort of 
<« thy holy word, we may embrace and ever 
4. hold faſt the bleſſed. hope of everlaſting 
« life, which Thou V e us in our Saviour 


